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T

he beginning
of July
signifies my
one-year mark as
having served as
your rabbi. Since
arriving in Frederick
last June, it has
been a tremendous honor for me
to assume this sacred position and
a real pleasure getting to know
the individuals and families who
make up our Kol Ami family. Nicki
and I would like to thank everyone
for welcoming us as part of this
community. Together, we have
learned and grown to love this
community and embrace it as our
own. As a congregational family, I
am proud of our accomplishments
this year and look forward to helping
lead us into the future.
I would like to thank everyone
who made this year of transition
as smooth as possible. First and
foremost, the members of the
transition committee whose
guidance allowed me to hit the
ground running by meeting many
of you in the early months of my
Continued on page 3

Our Mission
To be an inclusive Reform Jewish
congregation that is family focused,
community oriented, emphasizes
spiritual and cultural identity, and is
dedicated to the Jewish education
of all generations.

S

halom. It is a
pleasure to
be the newly
elected President of
Congregation Kol Ami
of Frederick. For those
of you that don’t know
me, I am married to
Joanna (the Immediate
Past President and new Director of Religious
Education for Kol Ami). We have 3 wonderful
children (Molly, Zachary and Sarah) and I
have an older daughter, Brittany. I converted
to Judaism in 1999 and married Joanna that
year. We moved to Frederick the following
year. We decided to join Kol Ami as Molly
entered first grade. We (as a family) have
been involved ever since. Joanna wanted
to raise our children Jewish, as she felt that
it was important to her (and them) to have
a solid basis of values and beliefs. Joanna
has always been at the forefront of the
involvement as I stayed home and watched
the younger children. As they became of
age and got involved, I slowly got involved.
It wasn’t until the events of November
2016 that I really took an active interest
in Kol Ami. I joined the Rabbinical Search
Committee and was part of the Interview
Committee. I was also one of the two Kol
Ami representatives that attended the
graduation of our new Rabbi. I joined the
teaching staff as the Kindergarten teacher
for this past school year. I also joined the
Board of Trustees and was on the Transition
Team who helped Rabbi Stratford get
settled into our community.
In my first year, I look to continue the
wonderful changes that Joanna, the Board

and Rabbi Stratford have made this past
year. I look to increase our membership
and member involvement. Members are
the life blood of this or any congregation.
Without them—without YOU—there is
no Kol Ami. We all have heard that there is
a large portion of the Jewish population
that is not affiliated to any synagogue.
Everyone should feel that is something that
we need to and can change. It all starts by
coming to our Friday night services, the Bar/
Bat Mitzvahs of our follow congregants,
and joining the activities that we sponsor
throughout the year. By attending just one
event that you typically don’t attend, you
will meet some new people. The next event
that you find yourself going to, bring a
fellow congregant that you didn’t see at the
last event or a non-congregant. Not only
will you have fun with your new and current
friends, you will introduce them to their
newest friends.
I can say that I have made some
wonderful friendships over the past ten
years and just started some new ones in
this past year. I knew some of these people
before, saw them at services or events
(that Joanna dragged me to) but until you
stop and talk to someone, you really don’t
know how much you have in common. I
look forward to seeing them at the wide
range of events that we put on during the
year. I enjoy seeing what they are doing on
Facebook, and as we know, you aren’t real
friends until you are Facebook friends! They
are not only people of my age group but all
over the spectrum.
I was never really involved in religion
growing up, but I found when I
Continued on page 2
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Religious School Update
From your Religious
School Director
Joanna Sieger

W

hen you read last month’s Voice, you
learned that Sabrina Nail was stepping
down from her role as our Religious
School Director. She has worked in our school for
11 years, and my oldest two children fondly remember her as Morah
(teacher) Sabrina – from 2nd grade. We were so lucky to have her as
our director.
I am excited to follow in her footsteps. I began working in our religious
school when my youngest was a one-year-old. My journey began when,
for a year, I would bring my baby while the others were in class and wait
for class to end. The director said, “Why don’t you teach? You’re here
anyway.” And thus began my time as our 4th grade teacher. At the time,
I knew my Hebrew letters, vowels and had limited knowledge in Jewish
Studies. However, I learned very quickly what I needed to learn and the
rest was provided to me.
Since that time, I have gained experience teaching in our religious
school and as a substitute for Frederick County Public Schools in general
education, specials, and special education. I also teach the 2-year olds at
Beth Sholom and I am director of their early childhood program. And, if I
seem familiar, it’s probably because I served as Kol Ami’s president the last
two years!
If you want a rewarding experience and have a couple of hours to spare
on Sunday mornings, I encourage you to speak with me. I did not have
teaching experience or a teaching degree when I started. Honestly, I was
just looking to kill time! But, I found a fun, dynamic group of kids and
parents all searching for the same thing… Judaism – and it is wonderful
to be part of that.
Registration is OPEN. If you have not completed the form, please do so
and mail it in with the registration fee. Although school doesn’t start until
September, it’s important we have your registration because it helps us
plan for our staff. The form can be found in this edition of The Voice,
online at kolamifrederick.org or you can email me at education@
kolamifrederick.org.
I look forward to working with all of you in this new position. One of the
biggest changes we have for this year is that all classes will begin at 9:30
am with an assembly. Our hope is that parents will stay for this 20 minute
community building experience. The assembly will include songs, prayers,
special songs for upcoming holidays, and activities to help us get ready
for the day. Being in attendance will give you more time to share your
child’s religious school experience – their community. And it will help
acquaint you with other adults who have similar interests, even if it’s only
educating their children in Judaism. Don’t have a student in the school?
You’re still welcome to join us at 9:30 am for our assembly.
Keep on practicing Hebrew, attend services over the summer, and we’ll
see everyone on September 16!
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From The President
Continued from page 1
converted that the Jewish faith is an
understanding and warm religion. I
am so proud to represent Kol Ami and
by extension, you. I look forward to
meeting everyone! Please feel free to
walk up, introduce yourself and let’s
work together to make Kol Ami the
best that it can be.

SAVE THE DATE!
Our biggest
fundraiser
of the year

Kol Ami will host the
humorist Jeanne
Robertson on October
20th at the Weinberg
Center. Tickets are not
yet available (they are expected to go on
sale in August) and tend to go very quickly.
We will hold 50 tickets specifically for Kol
Ami members on a first-come, first-served
basis. Questions? Contact Ralene Damanti at
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org.

Join us for services
at the UU!
July 6, 7 and 20
August 3, 17, and 18

Join us for Torah Study
Fascinating topics,
interesting discussions.
Mondays at 12:30 p.m. at the office
(July 2 and Aug. 6 are
at Buckingham’s Choice)

July 2, 9,16, 23 and 30
August 6, 13, 20 and 27
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From Rabbi Simon Stratford
Continued from page 1
tenure. Second, thank you to the Board
of Trustees and the Executive Committee
members whose knowledge and
wisdom was greatly appreciated as I
learned the ropes. Last but not least,
thank you to each of you who were
involved in our religious school, youth
group, services, programs and holiday
celebrations. Without your commitment
and presence, the past year would not
have been nearly as successful as it was.
I am looking forward to seeing
our community continue to grow in
2018-2019.
In my second year as the rabbi of

Congregation Kol Ami, I want to help
our newly elected lay leadership
develop a strategy and plan of action
to make our community even stronger.
I am proud to say we will be hosting
a Board orientation this summer for
our new cohort of lay leadership. Our
congregational committees are off to
great start, and we are grateful for those
individuals who have volunteered to
be chairpersons or members of our
various committees. We are hard at
work revamping our religious school
curriculum and Hebrew learning goals.
And though our minds are on summer,

Rabbi’s Introduction to Judaism Class
Learn fundamentals of Jewish
thought and practice in a yearlong class. This course is perfect for
interfaith couples, those from different
faith backgrounds considering
conversion, and Jewish adults looking
for an adult-level introduction to
Jewish education.
Drop-Ins are always welcome; please
let Rabbi Stratford know in advance
if you are interested in attending a
particular class so that a copy of the
session’s reading can be distributed
to you. All classes are held at the
Kol Ami Office, 182 Thomas Johnson
Drive, Suite 204.

July and August Topics
All classes are at 1 pm
July 1: Birth, and Raising the
Next Generation
July 15: End of Life, Death
and Mourning
July 29: Different Understandings
of God
August 12: The Synagogue
August 26: Prayer
For more information about the
course, future sessions, or questions
pertaining to the possibility of
working toward conversion to
Judaism, contact Rabbi Simon
Stratford at (240) 575-9690.

I am looking forward to the beginning
of religious school in the fall as we strive
to create a greater sense of community
amongst our students and their families.
This is a pivotal year for our
community. It is our fifteenth year in
existence as a congregation. Together,
we have endured life’s hardships as well
as celebrated many special occasions
and experienced as a community
the joys of the seasons. With a lot of
hard work and a little dedication from
everyone, we can thrive at becoming the
center for Reform Jewish life in Frederick
County.

Please welcome
new members!
Michelle and Joseph Anderson
and daughter Anna
Karen and Richard Kwasny
and daughters Emma and Madison
Ken Feldman
Frida and Arthur Ksienski

Member Finances
As a volunteer-run organization, Kol Ami relies heavily on its
members to do everything from setting up onegs on Shabbat
to coordinating social programming. While everything we ask of
members is important, honoring financial commitments to the
congregation is consistently among the most important thing
we ask of our congregants. Without your financial support,
there could be no Kol Ami.
Remember that financial assistance agreements are valid
for one fiscal year (July through June). While we are aware that
some members may need help from year to year, we require
that you resubmit a new application each year, as we do not

make assumptions regarding who requires assistance. No one
will receive financial assistance without having submitted
an application. Applications, found on our website, must be
submitted annually by August 15th.
Some of our members find it easy to budget regular monthly
dues/tuition payments. All you need to do is notify your bank
online and they will mail a check to Kol Ami. No charge to you,
no postage, no fuss.
Please direct any questions or concerns about your specific
account and charges to Ralene Damanti, Financial Secretary, at
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org.
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Upcoming Events
Upcoming B’nai Mitzvah
Jonah Freedman
July 7, 2018
Jonah is the son of Ilene and Phil
Freedman and brother to Noah (16). He is
homeschooled, learning from curriculum
and projects at home, as well as classes for
homeschoolers in the community and in
a Frederick home-educators cooperative. His family operates
House in the Woods Farm, where he grows watermelons. Jonah
is interested in mountain biking and more mountain biking. He
likes to cook (with a particular interest in sauces) and enjoys
reading. Jonah has performed in seven Shakespeare plays with
Frederick’s Riotous Youth, and he played Puck in this Spring’s
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Brotherhood’s
Annual Summer BBQ!

In lieu of a restaurant for this round of the monthly meal,
we’ll have dinner at Jordan Schenider’s house in Urbana.
Two years ago, he bought a cornhole game for us to play.
Last year, he bought a new grill in honor of the occasion.
At this rate and that trajectory, he should be donating a
building one of these years!

Tuesday, July 10 at 6:30 pm
Jordan’s House: 3871 Braveheart Drive, Urbana
Please bring $20 per person to cover the cost of food
and drinks. Whatever is left over will be donated to the
synagogue.
Note: While most of our monthly dinners are on the first
Tuesday, please note that this is the second Tuesday in July.
Interested and able to join us? Please RSVP by July 8:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JSRYR5B

Landon Schimel
August 18, 2018
Landon is the son of Dan and Becky Schimel
and brother to Maden (11). He is an Honor
Roll student at West Frederick Middle School.
Landon’s family is one of the founding
families of Kol Ami and Landon was the first
boy born after the congregation’s inception. He loves baseball,
animals, video games and fishing. He has 2 dogs, 2 cats, 6 fire
belly toads and 1 anole. Landon would like to thank Rabbi
Stratford for all his help in preparing for his Bar Mitzvah as well
as all of his Religious School teachers.

May Brotherhood dinner

Kol Ami Book Club

Join us for Girl’s Night Out!
Thursdays, July 26 and Aug. 23
6:30 p.m.
Stay tuned for details.

Women’s Coffee

Tuesday, July 3 (NOTE DAY CHANGE)
Wednesday, August 1

10:00 am at Panera on Route 26

Women of Kol Ami meet on the first Wednesday of every
month, unless otherwise noted. Come meet your friends
and let us know what is happening in your life. Check this
link for the latest coffee date: RSVP: signupgenius.com/
go/4090a45a9a92d6-womens
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Wed. July 11 at 12:30 pm
Macaroni Grill at Westview

Less
by Andrew Sean Greer
To register and for a synopsis please go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090a45a9a92d6-kolami1

HONEY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

This year, we will be selling honey again for the High
Holidays! Please contact Samantha Lieberman at
samanthalieberman@gmail.com if you would like to make
sure your name is on the pre-order list. Last year we sold
out! Please look for more details to follow toward the end
of summer!
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Upcoming Events
Empty Nesters
It's

ROAD RALLY
time!

Sunday July 29th
at 4:00

Here's what is happening...
We will be gathering at Westview Promenade and meeting, by the fountain, in front of
the movie theatre. At that time I will give you a sheet containing clues to 10 specific
locations and landmarks in Frederick. You will all then get back in your cars, decipher
the clues, drive to the location and take a picture of yourself, in front of the 'landmark'.
(It's more fun to do with friends in your car...so make arrangements to double up:-)
You will have around an hour and 30 minutes to complete your route. As soon as you
are done, return to Westview where we will enjoy Hibachi dinner at
Matsutake Sushi & Steak.
The first car that returns, having completed their mission, will receive a prize! We will
not begin dinner until all cars have returned...so, step on the gas, but,
BE CAREFUL!!!!
Everyone will pay for their dinner...
I am requesting 5.00 per person
for expenses...
The balance will be donated to the temple.

Here’s what is happening...

We will be gathering at Westview Promenade
and meeting, by the fountain, in front of the
movie theatre. At that time I will give you a
sheet containing clues to 10 specific locations
and landmarks in Frederick. You will all then
get back in your cars, decipher the clues,
drive to the location and take a picture of
yourself, in front of the ‘landmark’. (It’s more
know this is ain
lot your
to understand...
fun to do withI friends
car, so make
any questions, you can always call me at
arrangements to double
up.)
216-402-5543

Take Me Out to the
Ball Park Fundraiser!
Join us Saturday evening,
August 11 for Kol Ami
Night at the Frederick
Keys. Rabbi Stratford will
be throwing out the first
pitch, there will be fireworks
after the game, and a good
time will be had by all!
Tickets are $10 each and are available from any Kol
Ami board member. If you can not attend this game, you
can still purchase tickets and exchange them for any
other Keys game.
For additional information, contact David Silberman at
dssilberman@aol.com.

Please respond on or before July 16, and let me know who will be pairing up in cars.

Judiafeldman@gmail.com
You will have around
an hour and 30 minutes
to complete your route. As soon as you are
done, return to Westview where we will enjoy
Hibachi dinner at Matsutake Sushi & Steak.

The first car that returns, having completed
their mission, will receive a prize! We will not
begin dinner until all cars have returned...so,
step on the gas, but, BE CAREFUL!
Everyone will pay for their dinner. I am
requesting $5.00 per person for expenses.
The balance will be donated to Kol Ami.
I know this is a lot to understand. Any
questions, you can always call Judi Feldman
at 216-402-5543.
Please respond on or before July 16, and let
me know who will be pairing up in cars at
Judiafeldman@gmail.com.

Stay tuned for times and locations!
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Torah…“It is a tree of life to all who grasp it, and whoever holds on to it is happy; its ways are
ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. (Proverbs 3:17-18)

The Parashyot for July and August are as follows:
July 7 – Pinchas, Numbers 25:10-30:1 A challenging Parashah
in which Pinchas, a grandson of Aaron, is rewarded for killing
2 persons in front of Moses. (Granted, they were rather
misbehaving.)
July 14 – Matot-Masei, Numbers 30:2-36:13 The final chapters
of Numbers deal with vows, a history of the Israelites’ time in the
wilderness, and the boundaries of Israel – as they approach the
Jordan.
July 21 – D’varim, Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22 Moses begins his final
address to the Israelites by recounting their physical journey and
discussing the consequences of their reaction to the Report of
the Spies.
July 28 – Va-et’chanan, Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11 Moses pleads
with God to let him enter the Land of Israel. God says no. Moses
reviews, for the people, the covenant at Sinai and speaks the

words of the Sh’ma.
August 4 – Eikev, Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 Moses tells his
people they will not be harmed if they follow God’s laws. They
have fallen short of the mark, but they will conquer the Holy Land
because its current inhabitants are idolatrous.
August 11 – R’eih, Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17 Miscellaneous
laws and a review of sacrifices to be offered during the Pilgrim
Festivals.
August 18 – Shof’tim, Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9 An admonition
to pursue justice in their new Holy Land. Laws for peacetime and
wartime are set forth.
August 25 – Ki Tietzei, Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19 Moses
reviews a wide variety of laws, including a code of conduct for
Israelite warriors.

Korach By Bob Blumenthal
Parsha Korach (Numbers 16-18) is named for one of the
antagonists in this section, but it is known better in English as
“Rebellion in the Wilderness.” Some background — the Israelites
have left Mt. Sinai and in their second year in the desert have made
their way to a place just south of Canaan. God suggested Moses
have scouts enter Canaan to make a reconnaissance of the land,
the cities and their defenses. Most scouts returned with bad news
that the land was heavily occupied with well-fortified cities and
its inhabitants included giants. They told the people they would
be crushed if they tried to invade. God becomes angry that the
Israelites lack faith that He would provide them a victory. God
then tells Moses that the Israelites have shown that they are not
ready to enter Canaan and that none over the age of 20 —
with the exception of Joshua and Caleb — will ever enter the
Promised Land.
It is in this context that Korach’s rebellion occurs. Actually, two
revolts are happening at the same time. Dathan and Abiram,
leaders of the tribe of Reuben, take issue with Moses’ control since
they believe their tribe should have first-born rights. Meanwhile,
Korach is angry that the position of High Priest was given by Moses
to his brother Aaron and to Aaron’s offspring. All are Levites, and
once again the first-born tradition has been bypassed.
Moses now challenges all dissenters to take their firepans and
make an incense sacrifice to God the next day, along with Aaron,
and let God decide which is acceptable. That person shall be High
Priest. However, when the 250 dissenters show up the next day, a
flame of God consumes them all. As for Dathan and Abiram, they
and their families were swallowed in an earthquake.
Why were the punishments meted out by God so severe? First,
while the Israelites’ complaining was common enough, in the past
it was always about conditions they were facing. Not enough food
or water, or someone to be an intermediary for them when Moses
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was away. This time the complaint was against God. Who would
be the High Priest was law given down by God. This time the
complaints were against God’s will.
Second was the way in which the complaints were made. The
Rabbis of the Midrash discussed Korach at length, and some
concluded Korach was a demagogue. Korach had been angry
since Mt. Sinai, when Aaron was made Kohen Gadol (High Priest).
He bided his time for making his move against Moses – choosing
a moment when morale was at its lowest. Moses had just told the
Israelites they would wander the wilderness for 38 more years and
that none of the adults would enter the Promised Land. Korach
appeals to the people with an argument that “Aren’t we all holy?
Why should Moses stand above all of us?” The Rabbis reveal further
incidents that are not explicitly cited in Numbers. Rabbi Hersh
Goldwurm asserts, “Once Korach found an excuse to challenge
Moses’s legitimacy it was a short step for him to deny the Divine
origin of the commandments and hold them up to ridicule. For
if Moses could be suspected of appointing his brother Kohen
Gadol in an act of gross nepotism, why could he not be accused
of fabricating commandments that had no basis in logic or God’s
will?” It is said that he challenged the law of the tzitzit and the
dietary laws too.
Korach found ways to win over support from the masses by
appealing to their base desires. He promised them what they
wanted to hear to win them over. But his intent was self-serving.
That is the way of the demagogue. In this parsha, God shows just
how dangerous the demagogue is. While the punishment given
out seems harsh when first read, a little exploring shows that the
message is that demagogues are dangerous and evil and should
be rooted out and destroyed. There are always contemporary
lessons to learn from the Torah. We should not ignore the lessons
of Korach today.
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NAME__________________________________________________

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick
Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick
Religious
Registration (pg. 1)
ReligiousSchool
School Registration
Children’s Information:
Full Name (Child 1) ____________________________________________________________
Hebrew Name______________________ DOB ____________________________________
Grade as of Sept 2018_________________ School___________________________________
Previous religious school experience________________________________________________
List any allergies: _______________________________________________________________
Does your child have an IEP or 504? Circle one Yes or No
If Yes, please attach a copy or explanation of concerns and accommodations:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Any additional information we should know about your child’s needs, skills, or
behavior?______________________________________________________________________
List any medications your child receives: ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Full Name (Child 2) ____________________________________________________________
Hebrew Name______________________ DOB ____________________________________
Grade as of Sept 2018_________________ School___________________________________
Previous religious school experience________________________________________________
List any allergies: _______________________________________________________________
Does your child have an IEP or 504? Circle one Yes or No
If Yes, please provide a copy or explanation of concerns and accommodations:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Any additional information we should know about your child’s needs, skills, or
behavior?_____________________________________________________________________
List any medications your child receives: ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Full Name (Child 3) ____________________________________________________________
Hebrew Name______________________ DOB ____________________________________
Grade as of Sept 2018__________________ School___________________________________
Previous religious school experience________________________________________________
List any allergies: _______________________________________________________________
Does your child have an IEP or 504? Circle one Yes or No
If Yes, please provide a copy or explanation of concerns and accommodations:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Any additional information we should know about your child’s needs, skills, or
behavior?______________________________________________________________________
List any medications your child receives: ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Mother’s Information:
First Name _________________________ Last Name _________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Home phone___________________________
Cell phone __________________________
Work phone___________________________
Email ______________________________
How often do you check your email? (circle one) daily+
weekly
rarely
Occupation ____________________ Your Hebrew level? (circle one) none
some skilled
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Enrollment Agreement 2018-2019

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick
NAME__________________________________________________
Religious School Registration (pg. 2)
Father’s Information:
First Name _________________________ Last Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Home phone___________________________
Cell phone __________________________
Work phone___________________________
Email ______________________________
How often do you check your email? (circle one) daily+
weekly
rarely
Occupation ____________________ Your Hebrew level? (circle one) none
some skilled
Are there any legal or custodial issues the school should be aware of?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Information (Other than PARENT):
First Name ____________________
Last Name ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Home phone___________________________
Cell phone _______________________________
Relationship to child ___________________________________________________________________
Medical Information
Physician Name ____________________________________
Insurance Company __________________________________

Phone _________________________
Policy Number ___________________

Religious School Educational Contract
I understand that the school will provide guidance and materials to facilitate Hebrew and Prayer practice. Each
grade has Judaic enrichment and Holiday content.
I understand that CKAF recommends attending synagogue services regularly throughout the student’s enrollment to
enhance the student’s learning. I understand that learning Hebrew requires repetition outside of the school setting
and that beginning in 3rd grade home practice is expected.
Initials ___________________
On the Path to Bar/Bat Mitzvah
I understand that preparing my child to become Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a joint effort between the school classroom,
Rabbi, and home. I understand that students in 5th, 6th, and 7th grade have a service attendance requirement of a
minimum of 6 services in 5th and 6th grade and a minimum of 12 services in the 12 month period preceding the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah date. This requirement is in place in order to help the student integrate Hebrew material and
become familiar with the service environment.
I understand that compliance with the school’s program, including regular attendance, home practice, and service
attendance, is necessary to make reliable progress toward a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.
I understand that 5th grade students will be assessed for mastery of the Hebrew alphabet and initial reading skills.
Students will be assigned a Bar/Bat Mitzvah date on the CKAF calendar after successfully passing this assessment.
A Bar/Bat Mitzvah fee will be assessed to your account 12 months prior to your child’s event.
I understand that in the event that a student is not making satisfactory progress in 5th or 6th grade, tutoring will be
recommended. I understand that it is the parent's’ responsibility to secure and pay for tutoring.
Initials ___________________
8

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • www.kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690

A Member of the Union for Reform Judaism

2

NAME__________________________________________________

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick
Religious School Registration (pg. 3)
Volunteerism

CKAF is a volunteer-driven organization and in order to keep dues from increasing dramatically and to have the
celebrations that congregants want, we ask each family to volunteer at least once during the year. Enrich your
child’s Jewish life by volunteering at every event you would like to have the synagogue undertake. Thank you for
your commitment.
____ High Holidays (assist during children’s service)
_____Purim Carnival (crafts/games)
____ Sukkah Party (crafts/food)
_____Chanukah Party (crafts/food)
____ Passover 2nd Seder
_____Substitute Teaching
____ Captain/Help at Shabbat Onegs
____ Class Parent for the school year (assist teacher with class projects, organize class oneg, etc)
____ Hebrew support (interested in tutoring with children one-on-one)

Religious School - Financial Agreement
Tuition Charges: List Number of Student/s
____ Student (Grade 1st - 7th)
$750 per child (cost includes $75 deposit)
____ Confirmation (Grade 8th-10th)
$360 per child (cost includes $75 deposit)
____ New Kindergarten
$ 75 per child
(cost includes $75 deposit)
*All costs subject to budget approval at the Congregational Meeting
**Members only receive a multiple child discount on their tuition charge of 10% if two (2) or more children are
enrolled in the 1st-7th program. Kindergarten and Confirmation students are not counted in calculating the
enrollment discount due to the minimal charge for these classes.
IF you are not a member of CKAF: I understand that non-member Kindergarten enrollment is a one year option
only. Families must apply for membership at the conclusion of that year to maintain enrollment.
Initials __________
Member: Y or N
2017-18 Payment Options:
Tuition is due 100% (less the deposit) as of the first day of class unless payment arrangements are made with the
financial secretary.
Initials __________
If you are a returning family, please be aware that any applications not received by July 1, 2018, will be subject to a
$50/per student late fee. Any outstanding balance from membership dues and/or the current school year must
be satisfied before next year’s registration can be accepted. Please contact the CKAF Financial Secretary at
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org with any concerns or to arrange payment.
I, the undersigned, agree to pay Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick tuition as specified in the enrollment agreement.
I understand that if I wish to withdraw my child from the program for any reason, that I must give thirty (30) days
notice in writing, and I am responsible for the tuition during the thirty days. Any tuition paid is nonrefundable.
Initials _________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:_________________________________________________

Date:_______________

Print Name:___________________________________________________________________________________

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • www.kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690
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Enrollment Agreement 2018-2019

Congregation
Kol Ami of Frederick
NAME__________________________________________________
Religious School Registration (pg. 4)
Parent Agreement - Release Form
I will update my contact information if it changes.

Initials ___________________

In the event of an emergency and I cannot be reached, I give permission for my child to be transported to the nearest
medical facility and specifically authorize the representative of Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick (employee’s,
representative or anyone else acting on its behalf) to select a physician and/or authorize medical treatment, including
hospitalization, x-ray, laboratory, anesthesia, injection, surgery or any other measures which he/she feels are in the
best interest of my son/daughter. I further release from liability and agree to indemnify and hold Congregation Kol
Ami of Frederick harmless from any decision made under these circumstances
Initials ___________________
I understand that my contact information will be included on the school roster which could be distributed to all
parents and teachers unless I specifically request otherwise in writing before August 1, 2018.
Initials ___________________
In the course of congregational activities, CKAF and/or the news media occasionally wish to interview, photograph
or videotape adults and/or children and/or make public their names, work or likenesses in print, on tv, radio or by
electronic means, such as the internet for the purpose of public outreach and/or advertising. This includes, but is not
limited to religious school, KATY events and congregational events. Unless indicated otherwise below, we will
assume your permission to do so. CKAF cannot control media coverage of events that are open to the public.
Preferred Printed Name(s) for media
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______ I do not give permission

Signature _______________________________________________________

Please complete and sign this enrollment form return it along with your deposit of $75 per child to:
Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick
182 Thomas Johnson Drive, Suite 204
Frederick, MD 21702
Forms sent to any other address may delay your child’s enrollment. If you have any questions regarding the school
or enrollment process, please contact the Director of Religious Education, at education@kolamifrederick.org. If you
have any financial concerns, please contact the CKAF Financial Secretary, at
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org.
Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________________________

Date:__________________________

Print Name:___________________________________________________________________________________
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Chesed is Here for You!

Did you know...in a time of need, through illness
or after the death of a family member, your Kol
Ami community is here for you? We set up a Sign
Up Genius and members will chip in to ease your
burden. We can organize rides, company, meals,
or whatever support is needed.
Contact Ilene Freedman, Chesed Coordinator,
at Chesed@kolamifrederick.org for more
information or when a situation arises to set up
a line of support.

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • www.kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690
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Mark S. Hoffrichter, D.D.S.
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

Mark S. Hoffrichter, DDS
Centerpark Medical Center
604 Solarex Court, Suite 207
Frederick, MD 21703
301 695-5755

www.HoffrichterDDS.com

(240)-288-1300
Family Owned & Operated

Robert E. Parnes, M.D.
Adam T. Gerstenblith, M.D.

Funerals
Cremation
Pre-Planning

Specializing in the treatment of Diabetic
Retinopathy, Macular Degeneration, Retinal
Detachment and other Retinal Diseases

Serving All of Frederick and
Surrounding Communities
Domestic & International Service Available

Blacksfuneralhomes.com
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174 Thomas Johnson Drive
Suite 204
Frederick, MD 21702
www.maretinas.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE CALL:

301-671-2400

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • www.kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690

Garden of Solomon
Serving our community for more than 50 years
*$500. pre-planning certificate for Kol Ami members.
Open Daily: Monday-Thursday 9 AM -5 PM,
Friday 9 AM-4 PM, & Sunday 11 AM -2 PM

Visit us online at resthaven.us

Call us at (301)898-7177
9501 Catoctin Mountain Highway, • Frederick, MD 21701

STAY LOCAL. STAY LONGER.
A great day starts with a great breakfast, just as a great stay
starts at one of our hotels. Mix & mingle, or stay in and relax.
We’re here to make an ordinary stay, extraordinary.
Conveniently located near Historic Downtown Frederick
and next to shopping, Theaters with Imax,
day spa, restaurants and entertainment.

Contact the Sales Office at 240-215-2066 or sales@plamondon-cos.com.
Fairfield Inn & Suites: www.marriott.com/wasfr
Courtyard: www.marriott.com/wasfd
Residence Inn: www.marriott.com/wasrf
TownePlace Suites: www.marriott.com/wasft

Facebook.com/PlamondonHospitalityPartners

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • www.kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690

13

Kol Ami of Frederick Board of Trustees
Trustees

Officers

Bob Blumenthal
Dan Bilow
Harriet Buxbaum
Anne Cohen, Vice President
Jeff Feiertag
vicepresident@kolamifrederick.org
Mary Cat Lasko
Ali Lazorchak
Faith Miller, Treasurer
Samantha Lieberman
treasurer@kolamifrederick.org
Betsy Maymon
Ralene Damanti, Financial Secretary
Lee Nelson
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org
Cathy Reifman
Steve Fleisher, Secretary
Jordan Schneider
secretary@kolamifrederick.org
Dan Sieger, President
president@kolamifrederick.org

Joanna Sieger,
Immediate Past President
pastpresident@kolamifrederick.org

Volunteer Opportunity:
Copy Editor for The Voice

If you like to write, Kol Ami needs you! The Voice is published
6 times per year and has about twelve regular contributors.
Every two months, the copy editor notifies the contributors of
the due date for their written submissions and then reviews
their proposed articles for correct grammar, typos and clarity.
This important task is performed at home and is ideal for
teachers, unpublished authors (like the incumbent) and
anyone who winces when reading unedited copy in today’s
newspapers. This is a chance to make your English teachers
proud! If the opportunity interests you, please contact Betsy
Maymon at 301-698-8127 or email bmaydesign@gmail.com.

Advertise Your Business in the Voice

High Holy
Day Services
Volunteer
Requests
This September, Kol Ami’s
services will return to their
previous Unitarian Church
setting. They will be conducted by Rabbi Stratford and will most
definitely be a meaningful time for us all.
Planning and executing the High Holy Days requires about
30 volunteers, and the work starts now. There are roles for
everyone, including your teenagers. The tasks are varied, and
we can assure you get one that works for you and complies
with the time you have available.
If you can help, please email Jodi Duckhorn at
highholidays@kolamifrederick.org or jodiduck@gmail.com.

Join our New Member Mentor Program
Be part of our New Member Mentor Program. The program
will welcome new members to our congregation and help
them meet people and get involved.
We match new members with volunteer mentors. The
matches are made based on age, geography and/or interests.
Mentors are expected to contact the new members
throughout their first year, invite them to join them in
activities, such as services, girls/guys nights out, and social
events, etc.
Mentors meet with the new member to make them feel
welcome, to answer any questions they may have and find
out what they would like to see in the future at Kol Ami.
If you are interested in participating, please contact Anne
Cohen at membership@kolamifrederick.org to get your
name on our mentor list.

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick has a great
advertising opportunity for your business!
Six bimonthly issues of our congregational
newsletter, the Voice, are sent to more than 300
families in Frederick County and the surrounding
area. You can run your ad for an entire year or for
any number of single issues. Electronic ads can be
submitted to advertising@kolamifrederick.org. The
closing date for each issue is the 15th day of evennumbered months (February, April, June, August,
October, December). Ads received after that date will
be deferred until the next issue, and the contract will
begin then.
Please contact Ilana Love at advertising@
kolamifrederick.org or call 707-812-2331 with any
questions, advertising rates, and to arrange a contract.
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Support Kol Ami!
Shop on smile.amazon.com
When you log on to your account at smile.
amazon.com, select Congregation Kol Ami of
Frederick before shopping. .5% of your order will
be donated to Kol Ami!
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Donations
Education Fund
Carolyn and Newt Plaisance, in memory of Carol Ann Miller,
mother of Janine Egerman
Carolyn and Newt Plaisance, in honor of Mia Egerman’s high
school graduation
Ed and Cristina Prensky, in appreciation to Sabrina Nail for 11
years of selfless service
General Fund
Stephanie Brown, in memory of Rose Brown, mother of Greg
Brown and grandmother of Jodi Duckhorn
Richard and Jill Cody
Richard and Jill Cody, for the speedy recovery of Judi Feldman
Michael and Anne Cohen, for the speedy recovery of Harriet
Buxbaum
Michael and Anne Cohen, for the speedy recovery of Judi
Feldman
Ralene and Frank Damanti, for the speedy recovery of Judi
Feldman
Ralene and Frank Damanti, for the speedy recovery of Harriet
Buxbaum
Berta Farbman, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal, mother of Bob
Blumenthal
Berta Farbman, for the speedy recovery of Harriet Buxbaum
Berta Farbman, for the speedy recovery of Judi Feldman
Jeff Feiertag, in honor of Jordan Wanuck’s Bat Mitzvah
Allan and Judi Feldman, in honor of Harriet and Howard
Buxbaum’s 50th anniversary
Kenneth Feldman, in memory of Gregory Feldman
Philip and Ilene Freedman, in honor of Ali Lazorchak
Philip and Ilene Freedman, in honor of Sabrina Nail
Mark and Barri Hoffrichter, in memory of Gilbert Koch
Mark and Barri Hoffrichter, in recognition of Joanna Sieger’s
distinguished tenure as President of Kol Ami
Frannie and Dick Kessler, in honor of Harriet & Howard Buxbaum’s
Golden Wedding Anniversary
Frannie and Dick Kessler, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal, mother
of Bob Blumenthal
Frannie and Dick Kessler, for the speedy recovery of Judi Feldman
Barry and Ellen Koitz, in honor of the service of Sabrina Nail to the
Religious School.
Barry and Ellen Koitz, in honor of the service of Joanna Sieger as
president of Kol Ami
Daniel and Sharon Kuebbing, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal,
mother of Bob Blumenthal
Bernie and Betty Loeb, for the speedy recovery of Harriet
Buxbaum
Bernie and Betty Loeb, for the speedy recovery of Judi Feldman
Bernie and Betty Loeb, in honor of the marriage of Rabbi and Mrs.
Simon Stratford
Cliff and Faith Miller, in honor of Harriet and Howard Buxbaum’s
50th anniversary
Jennifer and Hans Mykytyn, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal,
mother of Bob Blumenthal
Jennifer and Hans Mykytyn, for the speedy recovery of Harriet
Buxbaum

Ed and Cristina Prensky, in memory of Molly Gochman
Ed and Cristina Prensky, in memory of William Prensky, father of
Ed Prensky
Kerry and Carol Reynolds, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal,
mother of Bob Blumenthal
Julie & Skip Saxon, in honor of Harriet and Howard Buxbaum’s
50th wedding anniversary
Julie & Skip Saxon, for the speedy recovery of Judi Feldman
Julie & Skip Saxon, for the speedy recovery of Harriet Buxbaum
David and Brenda Silberman, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal,
mother of Bob Blumenthal
David and Brenda Silberman, for the speedy recovery of Harriet
Buxbaum
David and Brenda Silberman, in honor of Harriet and Howard
Buxbaum’s 50th wedding anniversary
Leadership Training
Mark and Barri Hoffrichter
Seymour and Lee Stern
Membership Relief
Jeff Feiertag, in honor or Rabbi Simon and Nicki’s wedding
Jeff Feiertag and Meritt Tollefson, in honor of Ash Tollefson’s
Simchah Mitzvah
Carolyn and Newt Plaisance, in memory of Leybe Blumenthal,
mother of Bob Blumenthal
Music Fund
Diane and Michael Rifkin, in honor of Harriet and Howard
Buxbaum’s 50th wedding anniversary
Not A Party
David and Tracy Shavell
Ruth Stuart
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Janine Egerman, with gratitude to Rabbi Stratford for the
beautiful service he performed for her mother Carol Miller
Philip and Ilene Freedman, in honor of Rabbi Simon Stratford
Meghan O’Rourke and Dan Levy, in recognition of Rabbi
Stratford’s officiating at our wedding
Jordan Schneider, in honor of the marriage of Rabbi and Mrs.
Simon Stratford
Religious Activities Fund
Jordan Schneider, with gratitude to Sabrina Nail for all she did for
Kol Ami’s Religious School
Yahrzeit Donations
Ruth de La Viez, in memory of Anne Kushner
Joe and Anne MIller, in memory of Edythe Miller, mother of Joe
Miller
Lynda Sowbel and Betsy VanNess, in memory of Paul Van Ness
Lynda Sowbel and Betsy VanNess, in memory of Annette Sowbel,
mother of Lynda Sowbel and Shirley Abel, aunt of Lynda
Sowbel

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • www.kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690

15

congregation

Kol
Ami
of frederick

The Voice

A Member of the
Union
forJohnson
ReformDr.,
Judaism
182
Thomas
Suite 204

Frederick, MD 21702

Return Service Requested

			

July/August 2018 Upcoming Events
August

July
Sun, July 1
1:00 pm
Mon, July 2
12:30 pm
Tues, July 3
10:00 am
Wed, July 4		
Fri, July 6
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, July 7
10:00 am
		
Mon, July 9
12:30 pm
Tues, July 10
12:30 pm
6:30 pm
Wed, July 11
12:30 pm
7:00 pm
		
Sun, July 15
1:00 pm
Mon, July 16
12:30 pm
Fri, July 20
7:30 pm
Mon, July 23
12:30 pm
7:00 pm
Thurs, July 26
6:30 pm
Sun, July 29
1:00 pm
Mon, July 30
12:30 pm
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Intro to Judaism Session 11
Torah Study
Women’s Coffee
Independence Day
Tot Shabbat Service
Erev Shabbat Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah (Jonah Freedman)
Torah Study
Fundraising Committee Mtg
Brotherhood Dinner
Book Club
Communications & PR 		
Committee Mtg
Intro to Judaism Session 12
Torah Study
Erev Shabbat Service
Torah Study
Board of Trustees Mtg
Girl’s Night Out
Intro to Judaism Session 13
Torah Study

Wed, Aug 1

10:00 am
7:00 pm
Fri, Aug 3
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
Mon, Aug 6
12:30 pm
Tues, Aug 7
6:30 pm
Wed, Aug 8
7:00 pm
		
Sun, Aug 12
1:00 pm
Mon, Aug 13
12:30 pm
Tues, Aug 14
12:30 pm
Fri, Aug 17
7:30 pm
Sat, Aug 18
10:00 am
		
Mon, Aug 20
12:30 pm
Thurs, Aug 23 6:30 pm
Sat, Aug 25
TBD
		
Sun, Aug 26
1:00 pm
Mon, Aug 27
12:30 pm
7:00 pm

Women’s Coffee
Social Action Committee Mtg
Tot Shabbat Service
Erev Shabbat Service
Torah Study
Brotherhood Dinner
Communications & PR 		
Committee Mtg
Intro to Judaism Session 14
Torah Study
Fundraising Committee Mtg
Erev Shabbat Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah (Landon Schimel)
Torah Study
Girl’s Night Out
Movies and Midrash-		
Groundhog Day
Intro to Judaism Session 15
Torah Study
Board of Trustees Mtg
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