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Goodbye and 
good riddance - 
that is what I am 

proud to say to 2020. It 
has really been a year 
that has put us all over 
the barrel. It started off 
OK, but slowly picked 

up speed to become one of the worst years 
in at least 100 years. I want to say that 
everyone has stepped up and helped in 
however way it was needed. We needed 
help in setting up services remotely… 
people stepped up. Congregants showed 
up when we needed help in providing rides 
for those in need, and Kol Ami members 
picked up and dropped off much needed 
food. Whenever we put out the call, 
someone stepped up. I won’t say that 2020 
has confirmed my belief in humanity, as 
there was enough of 2020 to make you 
want to say “What’s up with that?” There 
was so much to grapple with this year, from 
the world shutting down, to out and out 
lies being said in all forms, to science being 
something that isn’t to be believed, and to 
arguing a point and your only evidence was 
“I just know”.

I have found comfort in working from 
home (Joanna may have other thoughts), 
but it allows me to know that the ones that 
I love the most are safe. With Molly living in 
an apartment in college, there is a constant 
worry about her, but she has proven to 
be smart and not put herself into unsafe 
situations. 

I have seen more and more people in our 
online services. This is really great! Rabbi 
Gruber has changed up services to add 
breakout rooms (at the end of services) to 

allow people to ‘schmooze’. This has been a 
big hit, and it has allowed people to share 
stories and recipes, and provides adult 
conversations to other adults that we all are 
surely lacking. 

If there is anything that you are looking for 
that we are not currently doing, or did it in 
the past and you want to bring it back then 
let me know. We are always looking to get 
everyone engaged. Everyone is working 
hard to make sure that Congregation Kol 
Ami is there when you need us. Once we 
get back into a ‘norm’, can I ask that you 
show up for a Friday Night Service? or how 
about a Bar/Bat Mitzvah Service? Or an 
event? So much work, time and energy is 
put into everything that we do, that I know 
that by attending, you will be thanking 
those of us who put in those hours. 

Just a quick reminder that not only is 
Congregation Kol Ami helping those in 
need, but others in the community are 
doing their part to help those that are 
not as fortunate as we are. I know that 
this is not the time where you would be 
comfortable going and doing, but the help 
is still needed. By reaching out to the Social 
Action Committee, to your local favorite 
charity or Frederick food bank, we can help 
those who are not able to help themselves. 

As my time as President is quickly 
approaching the end, I am gratified with 
where the congregation is and where it is 
headed. We have a wonderful Rabbi that 
is leading us in services, remote Bar/Bat 
Mitzvahs, adult learning and more and 
more to come. Be safe… Be vocal if you 
need anything… Be ready for a better 
2021… it cannot be any worse  
(knock on wood). 
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Do Not Mind Your 
Own Business
Rabbi Marc A. Gruber

When we 
read the 
daily 

newspaper, we 
can easily feel 
overwhelmed 
with the 

multitude of human activity. Our 
own country is struggling to find 
a direction and a measure of unity 
after the elections and in the midst  
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Truth 
itself has been under assault. Fear, 
hate, and biased behaviors are 
increasing; we see more anti-Black 
racism and more anti-Semitic attacks. 
This is happening in the United 
States and other parts of the world.

We often feel overloaded and 
powerless to effect change. Many 
respond to these feelings by giving 
up the struggle to improve our 
society and our world and disengage. 
We make excuses to ourselves, 
“My involvement doesn’t matter. 
Why should I bother and get upset 
and feel frustrated when I can’t do 
anything to change our world?”

Goodbye and Good Riddance …
Dan Sieger, President

Continued on page 2

Our Mission
To be an inclusive Reform  

Jewish congregation that is  
family-focused, community-

oriented, emphasizes spiritual  
and cultural identity, and is 

dedicated to the Jewish  
education of all generations.
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From Rabbi Marc Gruber
Continued from page 1

We cannot consider ourselves good Jews without a firm 
commitment to making the world a more just and righteous 
place. This is a distinctive aspect of our Reform movement in 
Judaism. When I was a youngster, we called it Prophetic Judaism, 
now we call it Tikkun Olam. The centrality of tzedek - righteousness 
and justice tempered with compassion and kindness -  
remains paramount. 

Most Jews of Ashkenazi European descent can slide by in 
Christian, white America without a problem. People of color 
cannot fit into white America. They cannot pretend to be white 
people. Racism is not just a matter of hatred. Racism is racial 
prejudice coupled with the institutional, systemic power to be 
self-perpetuating. Elements of racism are cultural, psycho-social, 
institutional, and built into the structures of society. These factors 
interact to maintain a racial hierarchy that allows the privileges 
associated with whiteness and the disadvantages associated with 
color to endure and adapt over time. 

Discerning the way racism is built into society’s structures helps 
us to understand how disparities related to poverty, household 
income, academic achievement, the criminal justice system, 
and health care are pervasive in America. These inequalities are 
real and hurt people of color every day. Note the way that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is disproportionately infecting, hospitalizing, 
and killing people of color in the United States. 

Racism hurts the people who are oppressed and white people 
too. When the well-being of many is threatened by the institutions 
of society, the well-being of all of us is at risk.

You and I did not create racism. It has existed for millennia. 
Nonetheless, all of us who are white benefit from white privilege. 
Racism depends on the collusion and cooperation of white 
people for its perpetuation. All racial prejudice was taught to 
us; we can un-learn it. All of us are responsible for working to 
eliminate racism from our personal interactions and from the 
structures of the society in which we live. If you take advantage of 
opportunities to explore yourself and the benefits society affords 
you, you will grow as an aware person. This journey will not be 
easy, but it will be worthwhile and it will enable you to bring more 
justice into American life.

Jewish traditions and teachings regarding the equal dignity of all 
human beings may help us in this task. Our Sages teach us that all 
people are created b’tzelem Elohim, in the image of God, and all 
people stand equal before the Eternal One. We must work to undo 
the inequality built into our social structures. This is inequality to 
which we have acclimated and from which we benefit as a matter 
of course. 

A midrash instructs: God created a single person, Adam, from the 
four corners of the earth - yellow clay, white sand, black loam, 
and red soil. Therefore, all races and color of humankind belong 
here and call earth their rightful home. All of us are children of the 
living God. This is the teaching we profess; we can walk the walk, 
even as we read our liturgy and discuss Torah, talking the talk.

We have never lived in a non-racist society. We have been 
acculturated to maintain our white privilege. For white people 
living in North America learning to be anti-racist is a re-education 
process. We must unlearn our thorough racist conditioning to 
re-educate and recondition ourselves as anti-racists. The racist 
propaganda of society, our position of privilege, and our feelings 
of guilt and denial constantly tug us off course. In the face of 
society’s and our own resistance, sustaining the will to continue 
this journey takes bold and stubborn effort.

This journey sends us into unfamiliar territory. No white person 
has ever lived in a non-racist North America. We were never 
taught the skills of anti-racist living. Indeed, we were carefully 
taught the opposite: how to maintain our white privilege. Racism, 
the system of oppression (of people of color) and advantage (for 
white people) depends on the collusion and cooperation of white 
people for its perpetuation.

If we work on our own consciousness of racism, we can use our 
positions of power to help to end it. Some simple strategies can 
be employed to get started. Contact with others and first-hand 
experience give us knowledge that can resolve ignorance and 
diminish fear. If you cannot generate direct human contact, 
especially during this pandemic, try reading. You need not focus 
only on non-fiction. Novels can help us understand other cultures 
and people. We are invited into people’s homes, lives, and heads 
through reading their literature. The authors share with their 
readers secret feelings, joys and sorrows, and hopes and dreams. 
Perhaps literature can help us bridge cultural chasms when 
personal contact is not possible. Let us replace hostility with 
curiosity. This will help us avoid stereotyping others.

Of course, not everyone is an avid reader. You can also watch 
television and movies. You can use the internet to access 
resources. You might be surprised when you take Harvard’s 
implicit bias test: https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
takeatest.html. When we witness injustice, we can still 
advocate electronically. Here is a great website with resources: 
antiracismproject.org. 

Learn to be an upstander, bystanders allow evil to flourish. Do not 
stand for language or behavior that stereotypes and degrades 
people from any group. People have rejected political correctness; 
I never consider attention to the potential harmful consequences 
of my words a political matter. Mindfulness, respect, and 
sensitivity to others is a much better understanding. The more of 
us who act as upstanders, the easier it will be for each of us to do 
justice, love compassion, and walk humbly with God.

Silence is assent. How often do we face acts or conditions of 
injustice or callousness with silence? When we hear a derogatory 
joke, or witness an act of selfishness or cruelty, or read of political 
or social oppression in our newspapers - we are summoned to 
choose a side. When we witness the suffering of our neighbors, 
our tradition demands action. We can either verbalize our 
opposition immediately, or remain silent and become allies of 
the acts or words we abhor. We can lift a hand to help or abdicate 
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responsibility. We know no neutrality. Silence is assent, silence is 
confirmation, inaction establishes a fact. 

Some members in congregations assume responsibilities 
and others abstain. Some citizens exercise the fundamental 
democratic franchise to vote in elections, and others excuse 
themselves because it is inconvenient, the weather is inclement, 
or they just do not care. Although we had record numbers of 
voters in the last election, one of three who are eligible do not 
vote. Some take part in important projects, and others put a “Do 
Not Disturb” sign on their doors. Some of us engage our world 
and attempt tikkun olam - repair of our world, and others hide 
from the news. Our tradition challenges us with questions we 
may not push aside: When do we get involved? How do I get 
involved? Let us make our beliefs real by acting upon them. We 
read prayers expressing these commitments and talk-the-talk; let 
us take the words into our lives and walk-the-walk.

This year, on January 18 we pause to remember and appreciate 
the life and deeds of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. 
King preached a message of hope and promise. He had a vision 
of freedom and equality. As our prayer book declares, “None can 
be free until all enjoy freedom.” I pray that Dr. King’s memory 
will inspire us to make freedom for all a reality. In order for all to 
breathe free we must create a climate that is free of bigotry and 
prejudice, free from injustice and the shackles of poverty.

We can honor Dr. King’s memory and his life’s work by committing 
to become upstanders, unlearning our own racism, and 
becoming anti-racist allies to people of color. Which way each of 
us chooses will shape the quality, character, and meaning of our 
lives. May we choose the path of involvement, and may it also be 
the path of truth, justice, and love, and may God help us in  
our choice.

– vfrcc 
Rabbi Marc Gruber

From Rabbi Marc Gruber
Continued from page 2

It is time for a fun holiday. 
Traditionally Purim 
comes at the conclusion 
of winter and helps us 
dissolve cabin fever. This 
year we will not be able 
gather in person. We will 
gather via Zoom and 
enjoy the reading of the 
Megilat Ester. Our reading 
will feature the characters 
of Esther, Mordecai, 

Ahasueros, and of course the wicked Haman. We will 
enjoy a selection of Purim parodies designed to add good 
cheer and delight to our celebration.

Mark your calendars right now:

February 25, 2021 - Purim 5781  
at 6:30 p.m. 
A Zoom link will be sent as we approach the holiday.

Purim CelebrationAdult B’nai Mitzvah Classes
• Did you miss the opportunity to celebrate a bat or  

bar mitzvah at the age of 13?

• Would you enjoy studying with our rabbi to become a 
more literate Jew?

• Would you like to learn to read from the Torah?

• Are you willing to make a commitment of time and energy 
exploring your own Jewish identity with a small group of 
like-minded adults?

If you answer “Yes!” to any of these questions, seize the 
opportunity to join our new adult b’nai mitzvah class. Our 
program will extend over about two years. This course of 
study for members of Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick will 
help you broaden your Judaic knowledge and experience. 

I am assessing interest in an adult b’nai mitzvah class. If you 
are interested, please let me know by sending an e-mail to 
rabbigruber@kolamifrederick.org. 

George Bernard Shaw observed, “Youth is the most beautiful 
thing in this world - and what a pity that it has to be wasted 
on children!” With respect to preparing for and celebrating 
a bar or bat mitzvah, frequently adolescents do not make 
the most of this experience. For adults, participation in this 
class can be a transformative experience. Any adult member 
of Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick may participate in our 
adult b’nai mitzvah program - even if you celebrated a bar or 
bat mitzvah at 13. This is a special opportunity to learn from 
a much more mature perspective.

With blessing - B’vrakha 

Rabbi Marc A. Gruber 
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Religious School

As a reminder, our 
new curriculum 
explores Jewish 

values through an 
age-appropriate lens. For this issue lets 
explore the Jewish Values of Gevurah  
and Achrayut. 

Gevurah is using one’s inner and outer 
strength, and our 3rd and 7th grade 
students learned these units in November 
and December. Third graders viewed 
these lessons through the lens of family 
and learned about strength as spiritual 
courage, willingness to take risks, and 
standing up for others; Hanukkah and 
how it is celebrated in Israel; The strength 
of the Jewish People; and Anne Frank’s 
strength. While the 7th graders whose 
lens is the world learned about - Gibbor 
as a hero; Text: Deborah, a biblical hero; 
Heroes of Israel: Shlomo Mula; Israeli 
soldiers close-up; Jewish Partisans and 
Holocaust survivors.

In January and February our 3rd–7th 
graders will learn about Achrayut; doing 
what you can to make the world a  
better place.

Fourth graders who are learning these 
lessons through the lens of self will 
learn about Tu Bishvat; Text: Love your 
neighbor as you love yourself; Heroes of 
Israel; Tzedakah and wealth distribution; 
Text: Pirkei Avot: You are not obligated to 
complete the task, nor are free to desist 
from it. While our 6th graders using the 
lens of Community will learn about Tu 
Bishvat: Stewardship of the earth; Text: 
Caring for the natural world or Shmirat 
hatevah; Text: Do not waste - Bal tashchit; 
Text: Love your neighbor as yourself; Text: 
Returning a lost object - Gilad Shalit and 
Prayer for the State of Israel. 

We are learning the same things but 
because of the different lens each  
class is unique. 

Religious School Update
Joanna Sieger, Director of Education

I would also like to recognize the 
following students in grades K-4 who 
attended more than two services in 
November and December:

Gavin Lavo

The following students are in grades 
5-7 and have attended at least  
six services this school year:

Kori Fraunhoffer
Meritt Gordon
Hyatt Gordon
Dylan Lavo
Joshua Lavo
Bailey Smith

Our K/1 class learned about Tzedakah and 
Hanukkah – connecting the celebration 
to the giving of tzedakah. They also had 
lessons on Shabbat and will be learning 
about Ometz Lev – courage of the heart.

Hanukkah Fun
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February Birthdays
c  Leila Berner 
c  Gerald Cohen 
c  Eliza Fogelson 
c  Jamie Fraunhoffer 
c  Ilene Freedman 
c  Patricia Kennedy 
c  Mary Cat Lasko 
c  Valarie Lazerowich 
c  Zakary Newberry 

c  Arlene Perkins 
c  Yin Star 
c  Roman Vaughan 
c  William Wray 
c  Owen Yancer 

March Birthdays
c  David Bass 
c  Thomas Brancato 
c  Max Dabruzzo 
c  Riley Duckhorn 
c  Allan Feldman 
c  Barri Hoffrichter 
c  Jeff Lasko 
c  Rebecca Lavo 
c  Joshua Lavo 

c  Charolette Mayberry 
c  Luci Medovoy 
c  Sabrina Nail 
c  Eliza Nelson 
c  Michael Rifkin 
c  Mandy Schwab 
c  Ruth Seidman 
c  Bailey Smith 
c  Joseph Yospin 

Wish your friends a ‘Happy Birthday’ and benefit Kol Ami
Everyone likes to be remembered, and it’s time to celebrate our February and March birthday congregants.

All you have to do is cut out the list, place a checkmark next to the name(s) of those you want to send a greeting, (at $1.00 per 
greeting), and sign the list the way you want your name written on the card. Please make your check out to Congregation Kol 
Ami of Frederick, and mail it to 

Judi Feldman,5005 Small Gains Way, Frederick, MD 21703.

Judi will send out a festive card, to each recipient, with the names of those sending birthday wishes. Please respond ASAP and 
before Jan 25 for both months.

Very Important: Please check the list and make sure we did not omit your name or the name(s) of your family members. If you 
have any questions, please call Judi at (216) 402-5543.

Thank you very much!

Birthday greetings from: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please indicate how the cards should be signed, i.e. Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Jane Smith, or The Smith Family)

Social Action Committee Organizes Food and Toy Drives for the Community
Cathy Reifman
The Social Action Committee organized 
a multipronged collection to support 
community needs on November 
15. We elicited donations from the 
Congregation Kol Ami community to Toys 
for Tots, Heartly House and SHIP (Student 
Homelessness Initiative Partnership). 
Members of the committee gathered 
in a parking lot at Ballenger Creek park 
and met with congregants who dropped 
off items to donate. Some congregants 
simply stopped briefly to hand off their 
donations. Others parked and got out 
of their cars to spend a few minutes 
socializing outside with people whom 
they had not seen in person for a long 
time. Of course, everyone wore masks and 
kept a safe distance apart to remain safe. 
It was uplifting to see and converse with 
each other in person. We even got to meet 
and play with a new pandemic puppy  
who was recently adopted by one of 
our families!

Toys for Tots is a national organization, run 
by the Marines, which collects toys for the 
holidays for less fortunate children. There 
is a local branch in Frederick with multiple 
collection sites. For those who would still 
like to contribute, a list of sites is here: 
https://frederick-md.toysfortots.org/ 
local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/donate-
toys.aspx

Heartly House is the only local 
organization that provides comprehensive 
services to survivors of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, human trafficking and child 
abuse. They run an emergency shelter for 
victims which accepts donations of food. 
Currently these donations may be placed 
in bins at the Common Market grocery 
stores. Monetary donations may be made 
at: https://www.heartlyhouse.org/donate/
one-time-donations/

SHIP is a fantastic local organization 
providing support to homeless students. 

Each December they have a drive to 
collect hygiene items for these kids. If 
you missed our event and would like to 
contribute, check their website. https://
shipfrederick.com/

Thanks to everyone who participated in 
our collection event. All participants felt it 
was fun and very successful. We collected 
two car trunks full of donations!
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January 2 – Vayhi, Genesis 47:28-50:26
Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh; at Jacob’s deathbed 
he predicts the future of each son; Jacob is buried in Hebron; 
before he too dies, Joseph tells his brothers that God will return 
them to their homeland.

January 9 – Shemot, Exodus 1:1-6:1
A new Pharaoh enslaves the Hebrews and orders all male 
children be drowned in the Nile; Moses, in a basket, is rescued 
from the river; an adult Moses flees to Midian after killing an 
Egyptian; God calls to Moses from a burning bush and charges 
him to free the Israelites from bondage.

January 16 – Va’era, Exodus 6:2-9:35
God instructs Moses and Aaron to deliver the Israelites from 
Egypt; they perform a miracle with a snake before Pharaoh; the 
first seven plagues occur.

January 23 – Bo, Exodus 10:1-13:16
God sends the plagues of locusts and darkness and forewarns 
Moses about the final one; God commands the Passover 
festival; all firstborn in Egypt die save those from the House of 
Israel; Pharaoh now allows the Israelites to leave.

January 30 – B’shalach, Exodus 13:17-17:16
Israelites are saved at the Sea of Reeds; God provides the 
grumbling Israelites with quails and manna; instructions on 
preparing food for Shabbat; incident at the rock when Moses 
strikes it to obtain water.

February 6 – Yitro, Exodus 18:1-20:23
Moses follows Yitro’s advice to appoint judges to help him; the 
Israelites camp at Mount Sinai, where they encounter God and 
hear the covenant and Ten Commandments; Moses becomes 
their intermediary.

February 13 – Mishpatim, Exodus 21:1-24:18
Lots of laws, including treatment of slaves, the Sabbath, the 
Three Pilgrimage Festivals, sacrificial offerings and not mixing 
meat and dairy; Moses spends 40 days on the mountain.

February 20 – Terumah, Exodus 25:1-27:19
God asks Israelites to donate gifts for building the Tabernacle; 
instructions for constructing the Ark and for building the 
Tabernacle.

February 27 – T’tzaveh, Exodus 27:20-30:10
Israelites are commanded to provide oil for the ner tamid; 
Aaron and his sons are chosen to be priests, and they are 
ordained in a seven-day ceremony.

Torah…“It is a tree of life to all who grasp it, and whoever holds on to it is happy; its ways are 

ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. (Proverbs 3:17-18)

The Parshyot for January and February are as follows:

MEMBERS FOR 10 YEARS OR MORE
Bob and Tess Blumenthal
Bernard Bordenick
Howard and Harriet Buxbaum
Richard and Jill Cody
Michael and Anne Cohen
Frank and Ralene Damanti
Ruth de La Viez
Eric Dubbin
Ed and Jodi Duckhorn
Berta Farbman
Mark Farbman
William and Jeannie Fawley
Jeff Feiertag
Marvin Fink
Jack and Amy Gober
Mark and Barri Hoffrichter
Angela Kearney
Dick and Frannie Kessler

Barry and Ellen Koitz
Bernard and Betty Loeb
Michael and Liliane Loube
Jeff and Betsy Maymon
Kevin and Linda McMullen
Charlie and Sabrina Nail
Lee and Jessica Nelson
Robert and Janet Parnes
Newt and Carolyn Plaisance
Jaques and Cathy Reifman
Michael and Diane Rifkin
Dan and Joanna Sieger
Jack and Yin Star
Keith and Lisa Stickley
Ruth Stuart
David Twenhafel and Tamar Osterman
Dennis and Rachel Whitaker
Jeremy Yospin and Elizabeth Powell
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The Princess of Egypt
Charolette Mayberry
Soon we begin reading Exodus, perhaps the most 
important book of the Bible. Exodus may have had the 
greatest impact of any Biblical book beyond the ancient 
community in which it took place. This is a miraculous 
story of a scraggly band of enslaved and oppressed people 
and how they rise up against the most powerful empire on 
earth - with the assistance of the God of their ancestors. 
The account of their escape from oppression has become 
a great narrative of hope for peoples all over the earth. The 
important characters and events in this book have affected 
the formation of the traditions of Christianity and Islam 
as well as Judaism. The list of influential characters and 
events is far too long to consider in one setting. I would 
like us to turn our attention to just one of the heroes  
of Exodus.

She is a most unlikely hero and one with nothing to gain, 
everything to lose. Her story can be found in the first 
ten verses of the second chapter of Exodus. Without her, 
Moses might not have lived. She is not an Israelite. She is 
the Pharaoh’s daughter, the Princess of Egypt. Her story is 
one of universal courage and compassion. This is not an 
ethnocentric story. The Princess’ father is the Pharaoh who 
afflicted the Israelites, and it was his daughter who saved 
the people’s greatest emissary of hope.

Remember the story. Pharaoh’s daughter had gone to 
the river with her maid to bathe. While bathing she sees 
a basket floating in the reeds, and she hears a baby cry. 
The Princess is moved by normal human compassion 
and decides to rescue the baby. Then she realizes this is a 
Hebrew child – for who else would be desperate enough 
to set a baby in a basket in the river? She is well aware of 
the possible consequences of defying Pharaoh’s order. 
Her maid is witness to this crime, and we can imagine the 
palace intrigue this incident might initiate. The Princess 
does not relent.

As we all know, the baby in the water is the son of an 
Israelite couple - Jochebed and her husband Amram. 
Jochebed has been able to hide the birth of the male 
baby for three months, but she fears her time is up. She 
builds a little ark in which to float the baby in the river, 
with hope against hope that a miracle will occur and 
some compassionate person might rescue her child. 
Miraculously, on the day the Princess discovers the baby 
his sister Miriam is present. Even stranger, this young 
Hebrew girl addresses the Princess as if they were equals. 
What chutzpah! Miriam tells the Princess that she knows 
a Hebrew woman who will nurse the baby until he is 
weaned. Of course, that woman is their mother, Jochebed. 
A deal was struck. Miriam returns the baby to their mother.

The Princess does not forget her promise. Upon the 
child’s weaning, the Princess retrieves him and begins 
the risky process of adoption. Moses is raised in Pharaoh’s 
court with all the privileges due a Prince of Egypt. At this 
juncture, we lose contact with the Princess of Egypt.

One other interesting detail takes place upon the baby’s 
retrieval from the river. The Princess names the baby 
Moses, an Egyptian name. Customarily, it is the parents 
of a Hebrew child who would choose the name. In the 
Bible, names can carry great import. Names are given and 
changed, often by God. But nobody, not even God, refers 
to Moses as anything other than Moses. The Princess of 
Egypt was given no name - not unusual for females in the 
Bible, not even female heroes.

So what is the take-away? We should try to never 
generalize or criticize people. Even Pharaoh produced a 
hero for us in one of our darkest hours. Throughout our 
history there have been many such heroes, some known 
and many unknown. We must remember that goodness, 
compassion and even kindness can be found among 
our enemies. When an individual takes a stand for the 
oppressed, the power of tyranny is diminished.
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Sisterhood Coffee
Wednesdays, Jan. 6 and Feb. 3

Come meet your friends and let us know what is 
happening in your life. Go to this Zoom link for 
our September coffee.  
https://zoom.us/j/92495529673?pwd=eTA0RWNK
cVN3eHdFZDdBcDl0YXJEZz09&status=success

UPCOMING EVENTS

Join us for Torah Study
Mondays at 12:30 p.m.  

January 4, 11, 18, and 25 
February 1, 8, 15, and 22

Join us for Services
January 8 and 22

February 5 and 19

Although the traditional fundraising events that have become part of the Congregation Kol Ami 
landscape are on hold, the need for revenue to help offset Kol Ami expenses is still real. With this is 
mind, we are again doing our annual Not-A-Party event, which will take place during the January/
February 2021 period. Please consider participating in this special event, which takes on an even bigger 
significance this time, as you can support Kol Ami by actually “staying away” from everyone! You don’t 
even need to wear a mask!

See the flyer for more information and I hope everyone had a wonderful New Year and is staying safe.

David Silberman 
CKAF Fundraising Chair

Fundraising “Event”

Sisterhood Book Club
Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 12:30 p.m. 

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson

The Major leads a quiet life valuing the proper things that Englishmen have lived by for 
generations: honor, duty, decorum, and a properly brewed cup of tea. But then his brother’s 
death sparks an unexpected friendship with Mrs. Jasmina Ali, the Pakistani shopkeeper from 
the village. Drawn together by their shared love of literature and the loss of their respective 
spouses, the Major and Mrs. Ali soon find their friendship blossoming into something 
more. But village society insists on embracing him as the quintessential local and her as 
the permanent foreigner. Can their relationship survive the risks one takes when pursuing 
happiness in the face of culture and tradition?
Look for the Zoom link in the weekly Bulletin. 
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Learning Opportunities for Adults at Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick 
We have planned a robust schedule for continuing adult education. Below you will find the programs through June 2021. We have 
tried to create a series that meets the interests of a diverse community. Before each class we will send Zoom links. Each session will be 
about 45 minutes to an hour; guided meditations will be closer to ½ hour. If you have any questions, please contact Rabbi Gruber at 
rabbigruber@kolamifrederick.org. 

Weekly 
Mondays 12:30-2:00 pm
TORAH STUDY - Enjoy meaningful conversation about the 
portion of the week. Our discussions are punctuated by a 
combination of “ah ha” moments and delightful laughter.  
We warmly welcome newcomers and beginners to Torah study. 
For more information on Torah Study, check out the  
weekly bulletin. 

January 
Thursday January 14, 7:00 P.M.
VALUES THAT COMPETE WITH TRUTH. (exploring teachings  
from the Talmud). Is it ever okay to fudge? To lie outright? 
 To deceive? Come and learn. 

Sunday January 24, 7:00 P.M.
PART 2: WHAT IS JEWISH COMEDY?

Thursday January 28, 7:30 P.M.
GUIDED MEDITATION: VISITING A WARM PLACE 

February 
Sundays, February 7, 14, and 21, 7:00 P.M. 
GETTING MORE FROM WORSHIP AND PRAYER, 3-part series. 
We hope these classes will help you better understand  
our liturgy and the activity of praying. 

Thursday February 11, 7:30 P.M. 
GUIDED MEDITATION: RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION 

March 
Sunday March 7, 4:00 P.M. 
CREATING A KOS MIRYAM for use at your seder, This session will 
have two segments. First, we will study some midrashim about 
the role of Miryam in providing water in the wilderness and learn 
about the new tradition of kos Miryam (Miryam’s cup) at seder. 
In the second part we will create our own cups. You will need to 
gather your supplies in advance of this lesson. 

Thursday March 18, 7:30P.M. 
GUIDED MEDITATION: HEALING KOS MIRYAM 

April 
Thursday April 1, 7:30 P.M.
GUIDED MEDITATION: SPRING AWAKENING 

Thursday April 6, 7:00 P.M.
JEWISH VIRTUE, PART 1 - OVERVIEW 

Thursday April 22, 7:00 P.M.
JEWISH VIRTUE, PART 2 - HESED - KINDNESS/GRACIOUSNESS

May 
Thursday May 6, 7:00 P.M. 
JEWISH VIRTUE, PART 3 - DEREKH ERETZ - DECENCY

Thursday May 27, 7:30 P.M.
GUIDED MEDITATION: STANDING AT SINAI

June 
Thursday June 10, 7:30P.M. 
GUIDED MEDITATION: RAHAMIM V’HESED 

Monday or Thursday June 21 or 24, 7:00 P.M. (TBD)
WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? An open conversation on  
God, Torah, and Israel

Experts in our Midst
While Rabbi Gruber is teaching or facilitating most of our 
continuing adult education program, we hope you will 
consider sharing your interests or expertise with members of 
our community. Perhaps you can offer a class, demonstration, 
or discussion remotely based on your professional skills and 
knowledge or simply a passion you enjoy and feel you can 
share with others. Perhaps you can do a workshop on estate 
planning or demonstration on creating your favorite desserts. 
Others might appreciate a program of music or art. We will 
help you explore what we can do through remote technology. 
We hope to offer a congregant presentation once a month. If 
you would like to share with your community, please contact 
Joanna Sieger at pastpresident@kolamifrederick.org who is 
coordinating this schedule.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Officers 
Dan Sieger, President  
president@kolamifrederick.org

Mary Cat Lasko, Vice President  
vicepresident@kolamifrederick.org

Anne Cohen, Membership Vice President 
membership@kolamifrederick.org

Faith Miller, Treasurer  
treasurer@kolamifrederick.org

Ralene Damanti, Financial Secretary 
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org

Lisa Stickley, Secretary  
secretary@kolamifrederick.org

Joanna Sieger,  
Immediate Past President 
pastpresident@kolamifrederick.org

 
 

Trustees
Joe Anderson
David Bass
Harriet Buxbaum
Jodi Duckhorn
Amy Gordon
Ali Lazorchak
Samantha Lieberman
Charlie Nail
Jordan Schneider

2020-2021 Board of Trustees
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301.208.2288

We Do More Before 9am
Than Most Real Estate Agents 

Do All Day

info@tlgestates.com
www.tlgestates.com

Aaron LaMere

240.668.4179

REALTOR, U.S. Army Veteran
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MARK S. HOFFRICHTER, D.D.S. 
BOARD CERTIFIED, ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY

301-698-5208
WWW.MOSA4OS.COM

MARK S. HOFFRICHTER, D.D.S. 
BOARD CERTIFIED, ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY

6550 MERCANTILE DRIVE E, SUITE 101
FREDERICK, MD 21703

301-698-5208
WWW.MOSA4OS.COM

6550 Mercantile Drive e
Suite 101
FreDerick, MD 21703

MARK S. HOFFRICHTER, D.D.S. 
BOARD CERTIFIED, ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY

301-698-5208
WWW.MOSA4OS.COM

161 Thomas Johnson Dr. 
Suite 295 
Frederick, MD 21702

Robert E. Parnes, M.D.
Adam T. Gerstenblith, M.D.

Specializing in the treatment of Diabetic 
Retinopathy, Macular Degeneration, Retinal 

Detachment and other Retinal Diseases

174 Thomas Johnson Drive
Suite 204

Frederick, MD 21702
www.maretinas.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
PLEASE CALL:

301-671-2400
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Garden of Solomon
Serving our community for more than 50 years

*$500. pre-planning certi� cate for Kol Ami members. 

Visit us online at resthaven.us 
Call us at (301)898-7177 
9501 Catoctin Mountain Highway,  •  Frederick, MD 21701

Open Daily: Monday-Thursday 9 AM -5 PM, 
Friday 9 AM-4 PM, & Sunday 11 AM -2 PM

&

MAKE YOUR TRIP EXTRAORDINARY

Recharge, Unplug

Discover Frederick in style

Relax under the stars at your Frederick Marriott Hotel.

Group Sales 240-215-2066 • PlamondonHospitalityPartners.com
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY Plamondon Hospitality Partners
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We are grateful for your support! A 
heartfelt thank you – Todah Rabah!
Education Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Newton Plaisance, in memory 

of Rita Bass, grandmother of David Bass

General Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Binder, in memory of 

Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Buxbaum, for the 

speedy recovery of Newt Plaisance
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Buxbaum, in memory 

of Marian Huttner, mother of Renee 
Gruber

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Cohen, for the speedy 
recovery of Hayden Lazorchak

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Cohen, in honor of 
Hyatt Gordon on his Bar Mitzvah

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Cohen, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Cohen, in memory of 
Rita Bass, grandmother of David Bass

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Damanti, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Damanti, in memory of 
Rita Bass, grandmother of David Bass

Dr. Eric Dubbin, for the well-being of 
Congregation Kol Ami, donations from 
playing guitar in downtown Frederick 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Duckhorn, for the 
well-being of Congregation Kol Ami

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Feldman, for the speedy 
recovery of Hayden Lazorchak

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Feldman, in honor of 
Hyatt Gordon’s Bar Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lasko, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Loeb, in honor of 
Hyatt Gordon’s Bar Mitzvah

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Loeb, in honor 
Rabbi and Renee Gruber’s son Micah’s 
marriage

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Loeb, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, Yahrzeit of Al 
Miller, father of Cliff Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, Yahrzeit of Nathan 
Goldberg, grandfather of Faith Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, Yahrzeit of Isadore 
Perlberg, grandfather of Faith Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, in honor of Hyatt 
Gordon’s Bar Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, in honor of 
Rabbi and Renee Gruber’s son Micah’s 
marriage

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, in memory of 
Michael Naham

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, in memory of Rita 
Bass, grandmother of David Bass

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, with gratitude to 
Ed Prensky for his kind assistance

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nail, with gratitude to 
Anne & Michael Cohen, Ralene & Frank 
Damanti, Mary Cat & Jeff Lasko, Ali & 
Rob Lazorchak, Samantha & Michael 
Lieberman, Faith & Cliff Miller, Joanna & 
Dan Sieger, and Lisa & Keith Stickley for 
dinners provided following  
Sabrina’s surgery

Mr. and Mrs. David Silberman, for the 
speedy recovery of Newt Plaisance

General fund - Birthday greetings 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Buxbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Damanti
Ms. Ruth de La Viez
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lasko
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lazerowich
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Loeb
Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller

Leadership Training Fund
Mr. Jordan Schneider, in honor of David 

Bass’s election to the Frederick County 
Board of Education

Membership Relief Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gober
Drs. Jeremy Yospin and Elizabeth Powell

Miller Camp Scholarship Fund
Mr. Jordan Schneider, for the speedy 

recovery of Hayden Lazorchak
Mr. Jordan Schneider, in honor of Hyatt 

Gordon’s Bar Mitzvah
Mr. Jordan Schneider, in honor of Violet 

Nelson’s Bat Mitzvah

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Feldman, in honor of 

Rabbi and Renee Gruber’s son Micah’s 
marriage

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Feldman, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Karen and Alan Goldstein, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gordon, in honor 
of Rabbi Gruber and Cantor Eric for 
officiating at Hyatt’s Bar Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Miller, in memory of 
Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nail, with gratitude to 
Rabbi Gruber for his kindness following 
Sabrina’s surgery

Mr. and Mrs. Newton Plaisance, in honor 
of Rabbi and Renee Gruber’s son Micah’s 
marriage

Mr. and Mrs. Newton Plaisance, in memory 
of Marian Huttner, mother of Renee 
Gruber

Drs. Jeremy Yospin and Elizabeth Powell, 
in honor of Violet Nelson on her Bat 
Mitzvah

Religious Activities Fund
Mr. Jordan Schneider, for the speedy 

recovery of Sabrina Nail

Sick and Benevolent Fund
Mr. Jordan Schneider, in memory of 

Marian Huttner, mother of Renee Gruber
Mr. Jordan Schneider, in memory of Rita 

Bass, Grandmother of David Bass

Yahrzeit Donations
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blumenthal, in 

memory of Bess Wolin, mother of Tess 
Blumenthal

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kessler in memory 
of Celeste Fribush, mother of Frannie 
Kessler

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Damanti, in memory 
of Devora Fradell Newitz and Nathan 
Newitz, parents of Ralene Damanti

Mr. and Mrs. David Silberman, in memory 
of Gary Schmidt, father of Brenda 
Silberman

Mr. and Mrs. David Silberman, in memory 
of Irene Schmidt, mother of Brenda 
Silberman

Dr. Mark Farbman, in memory of Hilda 
Farbman, mother of Mark Farbman

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Feldman, in memory of 
Josie Diamondstone Pesselman, mother 
of Judi Feldman

Mr. Jeff Feiertag, in Memory of Sol 
Danchik, grandfather of Jeff Feiertag

Donations
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congregation
Kol Ami
of frederick

A Member of the Union for Reform Judaism

 The Voice
4880 Elmer Derr Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21703

Return Service Requested

January/February 2021 Upcoming Events

January 2021
Mon., Jan. 4 12:30 pm Torah Study
Wed., Jan. 6 10:00 am Women’s Coffee
Fri., Jan. 8 6:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
Sun., Jan. 10 10:00 am Religious School
Mon., Jan. 11 12:30 pm Torah Study
Wed., Jan. 13 12:30 pm Sisterhood Book Club
Thurs., Jan. 14 7:00 pm  Adult Learning: Values that  
  Compete with Truth
Sun., Jan. 17 10:00 am Religious School
Mon., Jan. 18 12:30 pm Torah Study
Fri., Jan. 22 7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
Sun., Jan. 24 10:00 am Religious School
Sun., Jan. 24 7:00 pm Part 2: What is Jewish Comedy? 
Mon., Jan. 25 12:30 pm Torah Study
Mon., Jan. 25 7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting
Thurs., Jan. 28 7:30 pm Guided Mediation:  
  Visiting a Warm Place
Sun., Jan. 31 10:00 am Religious School

February 2021
Mon., Feb. 1 12:30 pm Torah Study
Wed., Feb. 3 10:00 am Sisterhood Coffee
Fri., Feb. 5 6:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
Sun., Feb. 7 10:00 am Religious School
Sun., Feb. 7 7:00 pm Part 1: Getting more from   
  Worship and Prayer
Mon., Feb. 8 12:30 pm Torah Study
Thurs., Feb. 11 7:30 pm Guided Meditation: 
  Recognition and Appreciation
Sun., Feb. 14 10:00 am Religious School
Sun., Feb.14 7:00 pm Part 2: Getting more from   
  Worship and Prayer
Mon., Feb. 15 12:30 pm Torah Study
Fri., Feb. 19 7:30 pm Erev Shabbat Service
Sun., Feb. 21 10:00 am Religious School
Sun., Feb. 21 7:00 pm Part 3: Getting more from   
  Worship and Prayer
Mon., Feb. 22 12:30 pm Torah Study
Mon., Feb. 22 7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting
Sun., Feb. 28 10:00 am Religious School

Look out for more event information and updates in the weekly bulletin. 


