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Our Mission 

To be an inclusive Reform 
Jewish congregation that is  

family-focused, community- 
oriented, emphasizes spiritual 

and cultural identity, and is  
dedicated to the Jewish 

education of all generations. 

Miriam, A Hero for  
Our Seders  

Rabbi Marc A. Gruber 

A fter our 
ancestors 
crossed 

the Sea and knew 
they were safe 
from the pursuing 
Egyptian army, 
they sang a song 
of redemption, 

rejoicing, thanksgiving, and victory. 
The Torah records the words of this 
poem and then declares that Miriam, 
the prophet and the sister of Aaron, 
took a tambourine in her hand and led 
the women, who took up their tam-
bourines, in a celebratory dance while 
singing the song responsively. Alt-
hough she is called a prophet, a singu-
lar accolade for a woman of the Torah 
and only one of three women in the 
Tanakh. {The others are Deborah the 
Judge (Judges 4:4) and Hulda (II Kings 
22:14). The Sages of the Talmud add 
Sarah, Hannah, Abigail, and Esther. 
Megilah 14a} Miriam has come into 
her own as a Jewish hero under the 
influence of Jewish feminism and  
particularly with the popularity of  

Continued on page 2 

Accountability… 

Dan Sieger, President 

A ccountability 
is a word 
that has lost 

its credibility over 
time. A person’s 
word was their 
bond. A person’s 
action was their 
character. Now, eve-
rywhere you look, 

people and companies are saying things 
that are not true, or they have no desire 
to fulfil what they are promising. When 
questioned about it, they are quick to 
point a finger to blame someone or 
something. They are quick to turn the 
issue to how they are a victim and how 
dare you question them. You can provide 
them with tons and tons of rock-hard 
evidence and/or proven scientific theo-
ries, but whatever you say or do, you are 
wrong, and they feel that they do not 
need to prove that they are right.  

Some may think that I am speaking about 
the current state of the political land-
scape. Unfortunately, that is just the 
newest example of an ongoing underly-
ing issue. It has been an issue that has 
been around for as long as time: aliens 
built the Great Pyramids and Stone-
henge, the existence of the city of Atlan-
tis, UFOs in Roswell, the assassination of 
JFK, fake moon landings, flat Earth, the 
attack on 9-11 was an inside job, and 
Covid-19 is fake. Conspiracy theories 
have always been around. They are just 
easier to spread now.  

In this digital age, everyone thinks that 
they are a ‘reporter’ and everyone wants 
to be the first to provide the ‘news’. It 
does not matter if the story or fact is 

correct or not, it is most important to be 
first. In the current landscape, it is easy 
to write your ideas on a website or post a 
video on any of the dozen plus platforms 
that allow you to post videos and have 
hundreds, thousands and possibly even 
millions of people reading and hearing 
your thoughts. You feel you have no ac-
countability, as you were just expressing 
your thoughts. But when people believe 
or start acting upon what you wrote, 
there is accountability. It is important to 
try (your best) to always speak the truth 
and be open to having your opinion 
changed because you were wrong.   

The situation has gotten so bad that peo-
ple are willing to ‘deal with’ or ‘put up 
with’ someone’s actions (which could be 
harmful, hateful, and just meanspirited) 
and justify it by saying, “They’ll be gone 
in 2 years, we only have 18 months, just 
one more year… 6 months, we only have 
6 months… then we’ll be done with them 
and everything will be back too normal.” 
No, no it won’t. Their harm will be a part 
of everyone that encountered or inter-
acted with them for an awfully long time.  

I once worked with a guy named Stan; he 
knew his job well enough but acted as if 
the company would not survive without 
him. He was not the nicest person to deal 
with, and people went out of their way 
to avoid engaging with him. They would 
do work that was not their responsibility 
to just not have to interact with him. This 
caused all kinds of issues, and people 
started to leave the company.  Some 
people left for reasons directly related to 
Stan’s actions (verbal and mental) 
against them.  Others left because they 
got burned out by doing so much to com-
pensate for not dealing with Stan. I felt  

Continued on page 3 
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Debbie Friedman’s song. What does the character of Miriam 
offer us as heroic qualities?  

It is remarkable that Miriam is praised at all in the Torah. 
Three millennia ago, women did not receive public recogni-
tion frequently. The fact that one was a woman often disquali-
fied her from public position or approbation. Our world has 
changed significantly. We want to know about Miriam and the 
other women of the ancient world. We want to know how 
they can serve as models for our growth, development, and 
behavior as persons. The text gives us a hint; later when we 
read about Miriam’s death in parshat Hukkat, the Torah says 
that “Miriam died and was buried, and the community was 
without water.” (Numbers 20:1-2) 

The midrash tells us that a well sustained the Children of Isra-
el in the Wilderness. This traveling water source was called 
Miriam’s well. When Miriam died, the well stopped providing 
water for the Israelites. Our ancestors merited this life sus-
taining water source because of the character of Miriam the 
prophet. Miriam was a courageous person. Consider the role 
she played in saving Moses’ life in Egypt. She was a caring 
person. She acted in times of danger and celebration. Our 
male prophets are great orators. Miriam did not offer speech-
es and exhortations on justice and righteousness. She was a 
leader who performed deeds. 

She used a responsive technique to teach us to sing and dance 
in joy and thanksgiving. Miriam taught us to serve God with 
gladness. She did not talk to us, she provided life sustaining 
water when we would have withered and perished. Without 
Miriam, no Israelite would have been able to attend to the 
lessons her brother Moses taught or the ceremonies her 
brother Aaron led. Without Miriam we would not have 
learned Torah or served God. She sustained us quietly and her 
recognition comes only following her death. 

Fortunately we have a much more equalitarian society. Wom-
en lead us in many ways, often leading us most effectively by 
example too. Unfortunately we have a society wherein many 
women do not receive any recognition for their service. Wom-
en in traditionally female occupations are often taken for 
granted and underpaid. Women who work at home raising 
our children and sustaining our families are not paid but de-
serve great praise and deep appreciation. 

These women are like Miriam; they make life possible. They 
teach us to care for each other. They help prepare our cele-
brations. We often recognize their great contributions only 
after their years of service have ended. We cannot help Miri-
am’s contemporaries appreciate her; we can recognize and 
thank those among us, women and men, who teach us 
through their deeds to care, to nurture, and to rejoice. Mem-
bers of our community volunteer for our communal benefit. 

They lead us through their deeds. They are a well that irri-
gates our congregation with life affirming emotion, attitude, 
and energy. Volunteer efforts are at their best when they are 
carried out by a committee of the whole.  When we succeed 
in drawing more of us into the work that sustains Kol Ami, we 
will honor those who, like Miriam the Prophet, teach chesed, 
loving kindness, and the value of tzibur, community, quietly 
by example. 

Many new hagadot have a ritual called Kos Miryam. We have 
an empty cup on the seder table. Toward the beginning of the 
ceremony, before we fill our cups with wine, we fill the cup 
with spring water. We pass the Kos Miryam to each partici-
pant around the table. Each of us pours a little water into our 
personal cup. We read the passages from our hagada and 
drink the pure, sweet, life giving water in honor of Miriam. 

For those who are using older hagadot consider including the 
following text: 

Legend says that Miriam’s Well was an ever-flowing 
source of sustenance, strength, abundance, and heal-
ing. “In the beginning, God’s voice hovered over the 
waters.” Miriam’s Well contained these very same 
waters of creation, the primordial water, the waters of 
Eden. 

May this be our kos revayah. Like Miriam’s Well, 
may our cups be ever flowing and abundant. This is 
our kos refuah, our cup of healing waters. May we be 
strengthened so that our healing comes soon and fully 
and may we use this renewed strength to bring a 
measure of hope, healing, and wholeness to our 
world.  

Please add a Kos Miriam and have spring water at hand for 
our communal seder.  This can be another kiddush cup, similar 
to Elijah’s cup. 

Yes, we will have a Zoom seder for Congregation Kol Ami of 
Frederick, Sunday March 28 at 6 p.m. You will prepare your 
table and your festive meal for your household. We will pro-
vide the Hagada via Zoom. Basically we will enjoy the seder 
service, break for dinner, finish the seder. 

All seder celebrations should have readers from around the 
table, even the kids table. If your household would like to 
read or lead for our communal seder, please let me know. If 
you have a particular part of the seder you wish to conduct, 
include that request. If you are wondering what you might  
do, consider special traditions that you might share for our      
Pesach celebration. Maybe you enjoy a particular part of     
the seder and will lead it with exuberance. For example, you 
add contemporary verses to the song, so you would like to 
lead “Dayenu.”  

Continued on page 3 

From Rabbi Marc Gruber 

Continued from page 1 
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Noting special family customs, I suggest you adopt one of 
our practices. We prepare crudites and dip for the seder 
table. After the blessing over the green vegetable, usually 
parsley, toward the beginning of the service, the veggies are 
available for noshing. No more whining, “When is dinner?!!” 
Please let me know how you would like to enhance our fes-
tivities by March 18 so I can provide you with your part or 
incorporate your special addition into the on-line hagada. 

From our home to yours, Renee and I wish each of you and 
your families a zissen Pesach. 

With blessing - B’vrakha - vfrcc, 

Rabbi Marc A. Gruber  

 

 

From Rabbi Marc Gruber 

Continued from page 2 

that Stan was still a valued member of the company and 
that he should not have been fired, but he should have 
been held responsible and accountable for his actions. He 
ended up leaving the company, feeling that we were all 
stupid. Although the company physically moved on, Stan’s 
actions still influenced how people acted and treated each 
other for quite some time. Even after he was gone, Stan 
was causing issues.  

Again, this is not a political statement - this is a human 
statement. We need to act better; we need to listen 
better; we need to treat people better, and we need to be 
accountable for the actions that we do.   

 

From the President 

Continued from page 1 

Religious School 

W e are 
more 
than 

halfway through this 
year. We have spent 
this year learning 

virtually, and while it has had its chal-
lenges, we have still learned a great deal. 
And we were able to hold school even 
when it snows – which is a positive, or 
not, depending how you look at it! 

Our students will wrap up the year learn-
ing about the following Jewish Values: 
HaKarat HaTov: Seeking joy and being 
grateful, and Koach HaDibbur: Under-
standing the power of words. 

For HaKarat HaTov, our 4th and 5th 
graders will be learning about Food: Bra-
chot Derech Eretz, Text: Ten Command-
ments - you shall not covet, Honoring 

our parents, Four Mitzvot of Purim, Sto-
ry:“David and the Spider”, and Hakarat 
hatov and sacred objects. These lessons 
will be taught through the “lens” of self. 
While our 6th graders who are learning 
from the lens of community will be stud-
ying: First Fruits – Bikurim, Prayer: Birkat 
Hamazon, Obligations to others as a re-
sult of God taking us out of Egypt, Mak-
ing your bar/bat mitzvah express, Hakar-
at hatov (seeking joy and being grateful), 
Kashrut and Four Mitzvot of Purim. You 
will note grade levels are studying simi-
lar and sometimes the same subject 
matter, just through different lenses. 

Understanding the power of words: 
Koach HaDibbur, the 7th grade, where 
focus is the world, will have lessons us-
ing the following: Passover: we retell the 
story, Freedom of speech, Moses and 

Korach: speaking out, Koach hadibbur 
and social media, It’s not just about 
speaking: being a good listener, and 
Words can create and words can de-
stroy. While 6th graders will learn the 
following: Text: Rodef Shalom (Pursue 
Peace), Text: Shalom Bayit (Peace in the 
home), Shavuot and the story of Ruth, 
Israel technology and Aaron and the 
golden calf. 

Use of the Shalom Learning curriculum 
this year enabled our teachers to imple-
ment a robust learning plan via the inter-
net. Additionally, grades 3-7 are learning 
the same subject matter – just with a 
different view.  

Religious School Update 

Joanna Sieger, Director of Education 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Bat Mitzvah of         

Bailey Smith 

March 6, 2021 

Bailey is the daughter of Ilene 
and Lee Smith and sister to Ha-
ley (15). She is in 7th grade at 
Urbana Middle School, where 
she is on the Honor Roll. Bailey 
cheers competitively and partici-
pates in strength and agility 

training through the Sarge program. In her free time, she 
loves to work on art projects, hang with her friends, and 
play with her dog Barkley. 

Bar Mitzvah of          

Joseph Yospin 

March 20, 2021 

Joseph is the son of Elizabeth 
Powell and Jeremy Yospin and 
brother to Ethan. He is in 7th 
grade at New Market Middle 
School, where he has been on 
the honor roll every term. Jo-
seph plays percussion in the 

school band. He is active in Boy Scouts, and when he is not 
outdoors, he is an avid gamer. Joseph enjoys spending his 
summers at Camp Airy, scout camps, and traveling with his 
family. 

 

Bar Mitzvah of        

Ryan Schwab 

April 10, 2021 

Ryan is the son of Mandy and 
Michael Schwab and brother to 
Brody (12). He attends Tuscarora 
High School. Ryan is a member of 
the Tuscarora Titan Tempo Show 
Choir. He enjoys baking and 
cooking, singing, shopping, ani-
mals, volunteering and traveling.  

 

Bar Mitzvah of     

Dylan Lavo 

April 17, 2021 

Dylan is the son of Rebecca 
and James Lavo and brother 
to Joshua (13) and Gavin (8). 
He is in 7th grade at Mono-
cacy Middle School. Dylan has 
played the trumpet for 4 
years. He played in the All-

County Honor Band in 5th grade. In 6th grade, Dylan was 
chosen to do a solo for the winter holiday concert. He 
deeply cares for animals and takes good care of his pet 
guinea pigs, Fudgy and Tootsie Roll. Dylan is creative and 
enjoys drawing and writing. He has written and illustrat-
ed many books. Dylan has had his artwork selected to be 
placed in his elementary school office and showcased at 
the local museum art show for students from Frederick 
County schools. Dylan has played soccer and basketball 
with Frederick County Parks and Recreation. He is in the 
highly able program at Monocacy Middle School and has 
been on the honor roll for every quarter.  

Bar Mitzvah of         
Joshua Lavo 

April 17, 2021 

Joshua is the son of Rebecca 
and James Lavo and brother to 
Dylan (13) and Gavin (8). He is 
in 7th grade at Monocacy Mid-
dle School. Joshua has played 
the clarinet for 4 years. He 
played for the All-County Hon-
or band in 5th grade. Joshua 

plays soccer and basketball with Frederick County Parks 
and Recreation. He is creative and enjoys drawing and 
writing. Joshua enjoys upcycling, and with his brothers, 
he has created many different structures using recycled 
materials. He had a piece of artwork selected to be 
placed in a Frederick government building and even 
spoke about it on local television. Joshua is in the highly 
able program at Monocacy Middle School and has been 
on the honor roll every quarter. He cares a lot for animals 
and takes very good care of his pet guinea pigs, Fudgy 
and Tootsie Roll.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Scout Shabbat 

Friday, March 19, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

Please join us as we honor 
the Girl Scouts and Scouts 
BSA of Congregation Kol 
Ami of Frederick at the an-
nual Scout Shabbat during 
services. 

Zoom link will be in the 

weekly bulletin 

Join us for Torah Study 

Mondays at 12:30 p.m. 

March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 

April 5, 12, 19, and 26 

Join us for Services 

March 5, 6, 19, and 20 

April 9, 10, 16, and 17 

Trivia Night - Social Distancing Style, Part 3 

Saturday April 10 

We had such a great response to our two online trivia contests last year, that 
we decided to do it again. 
 
Cost is $10 per person/e-mail address.  

Trivia questions (20) will be sent out to all participants who are registered to 
play. The trivia contest is open to all Congregation Kol Ami members, their 
families, and friends. Watch the weekly bulletin and the Congregation Kol Ami 
Facebook page for sign-up details. Questions? Contact David Silberman 
at:dssilberman@aol.com. 

Not-A-Party Continues—Don’t Miss It! 

Kol Ami's 6th Annual “Not A Party” Fundraiser" ,  is still going on this year, 
and we are hoping to have a “large turnout." Remember no dressing up or 
dinner to cook. So send in your RSVP before the event is sold out! One of 
our premiere events held all year long!  

Show your support by returning your “reservation” with a check payable to 
Congregation Kol Ami  or donate online. Please note Not-A-Party on the 
memo or note section. Look in the weekly bulletin for more details. 
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April Birthdays 

 Michael Albert 
 Michelle Anderson 
 Jeanne Binder 
 Stanley Binder 
 Micheala Black 
 Sandra Brenner-LaMere 
 Lance Cary 
 Michael Cohen 
 Nick Dabruzzo 
 Brady Duckhorn 
 Drew Goldstein 

 Mark Hoffrichter 
 Balian Jones 
 Mitchell Lasko 
 Michael Lieberman 
 Betty Loeb 
 Betsy Maymon 
 Poppy Medoyoy 
 Herbert Messite 
 Joseph Miller 
 Molly Sieger 
 Roni Shinderman 
 Lisa Stickley 
 Megan Yancer 

May Birthdays 

 Atlas Black 
 Denver Black 
 Alyssa Bolen 
 Judi Feldman 
 Heather Fogelson 
 Micah Friedman 
 Sophie Friedman 
 Aalia Haas 
 Aaron LaMere 
 Eliana Lasko 
 Brendan Manet 

 Jeffrey Maymon 
 Kevin McMullen 
 Kenneth Meehan 
 Jessica Nelson 
 Violet Nelson 
 Carol Reynolds 
 Diane Rifkin 
 Lisa Schwinger 
 David Silberman 
 Josh VerStandig 
 Finn Yancer 

Wish your friends a ‘Happy Birthday’ and benefit Kol Ami 

Everyone likes to be remembered, and it’s time to celebrate our April and May birthday congregants. 

All you have to do is cut out the list, place a checkmark next to the name(s) of those you want to send a greeting, (at $1.00 per 

greeting), and sign the list the way you want your name written on the card. Please make your check out to Congregation Kol 

Ami of Frederick, and mail it to  

Judi Feldman, 5005 Small Gains Way, Frederick, MD 21703. 

Judi will send out a festive card, to each recipient, with the names of those sending birthday wishes. Please respond ASAP and    

before Mar 25 for both months. 

Very Important: Please check the list and make sure we did not omit your name or the name(s) of your family members. If you 

have any questions, please call Judi at (216) 402-5543. 

Birthday greetings from: _______________________________ 

(Please indicate how the cards should be signed, i.e. Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Jane Smith, or The Smith Family) 

Annual Second Night Seder 

Sunday, March 28, 7 pm 

Celebrate with Kol Ami on zoom 

 

Please send your suggestions for enhancing the festivities 

to Rabbi Gruber by March 18 

rabbigruber@kolamifrederick.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Details and zoom link will be in the weekly bulletin 

 

Please welcome new member! 

Carrie Singer 

Thank you, thank you 

 Betsy Maymon  

for 13 years of service as layout editor  

of The Voice 
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Torah…”It is a tree of life to all who grasp it, and whoever holds on to oi is happy; its ways are 

ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are peace. (Proverbs 3:17-18) 

The Parshyot for March and April are as follows: 

March 6 – Ki Tisa, Exodus 30:11-34:35 
The first census. Israelites are instructed to keep Shabbat. God 
gives Moses the two tablets. Golden Calf incident, followed by 
a plague. Moses receives a new set of tablets and returns from 
the mount with a radiant face. 

March 13 – Vayak-hel and Pekudei, Exodus 35:1-40:38 
Moses teaches the rules of Shabbat and asks the Israelites for a 
donation of gifts and those who are skilled to help build the 
Tabernacle. With God’s instruction, Moses sets up the Taber-
nacle. Priests are anointed and consecrated. Description of 
cloud and fire, which show God’s presence at the Tabernacle. 

March 20 – Vayikra, Leviticus 1:1-5:26 
God instructs Moses on the 5 different sacrifices to be offered 
in the sanctuary. 

March 27 (Erev Pesach) – Tzav, Leviticus 6:1-8:36 
Details on performing the 5 sacrifices. Limitations on meat con-
sumption. Ordination of Aaron and his sons as priests. 

April 3 – Reading for Pesach, Exodus 14:30-15:21 (Haftarah: 2 
Samuel 22:1-51) 
After being saved from Pharaoh’s army, the Israelites sing a 
song of thanks to Adonai. 

April 10 – Shemini, Leviticus 9:1-11:47 
Two of Aaron’s sons offer “alien fire” to God, which is a perma-
nent career-ender. Limitations on priestly behavior. Laws to 
distinguish between pure and impure animals. 

April 17 – Tazria and Metsora, Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
Rituals of purification for women after childbirth. Methods for 
treating skin diseases and purifying clothing.  Rituals to cure 
human skin conditions. Male and female impurities. 

April 24 – Acharei Mot and Kedoshim, Leviticus 16:1-20:27 
Annual ceremony of purification. Instituting the Day of Atone-
ment. Preparing animals for food.  Unlawful marriages. And 
then – the essence of Torah. God provides a Holiness Code by 
issuing a series of commandments on how to be a holy people. 

The four questions for Passover 

 

Mah nishtanah halailah hazeh mikol haleilot? 

How is this night different from all other nights? 

 

 

 

1. Sheb’chol haleilot anu ochlin chametz umatzah, halailah hazeh, kuloh matzah. 

On all other nights, we eat chameitz and matzah.  

Why on this night, only matzah?  

 

 

2. Sheb’chol haleilot anu ochlin sh’ar y’rakot, halailah hazeh, maror. 

On all other nights, we eat all vegetables. Why, on this night, maror? 

 

 

 

 

3. Sheb’chol haleilot ein anu matbilin afilu pa’am echat; halailah hazeh, sh’tei f’amim. 
On all other nights, we don’t dip even once. Why on this night do we dip twice? 

 

 

 

 

4. Sheb’chol haleilot anu ochlin bein yoshvin uvein m’subin; halailah hazeh, kulanu m’subin. 
On all other nights, we eat either sitting upright or reclining. Why on this night do we all recline? 



 

8   Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690 8 

Charity and Love 

Kerry Reynolds 

One of the better-known passages in the Christian Bible 
is 1 Corinthians 13. Since that chapter bears no mention 
of Jesus Christ, it frequently is read at interfaith wed-
dings. In more modern translations, the chapter’s con-
cluding verse reads, “So faith, hope, love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love.” For several cen-
turies, however, the most read English-speaking Bible 
was the King James Version (first printed in 1611). The 
KJV was based largely on translations during the 1500’s 
by reformers such as William Tyndale – who received a 
trip to the bonfire as reward for his passion. Their 
attempt to be true to the original Greek and Hebrew re-
sulted in a final verse that referred to faith, hope and 
“charity.” Is there a difference? 

Jews are quite familiar with charity in all its forms. But 
while modern society tends to view charity as a voluntary 
act of goodwill, it takes on a different dimension for us. 
We see “charity” as “Tzedakah,” which is from the He-
brew for “righteousness.” For us, Tzedakah is a religious 
obligation to do what is right for others and is part of 
living an ethical life. ALL Jews are expected to participate. 
Although the use of “Tzedakah” to connote charity dates 
to rabbis in Talmudic times, the basic concept of giving is 
found throughout Tanakh. 

The Sabbatical Year, described in Exodus 23, required the 
land lie fallow each Year 7, but it also prescribed the poor 
(who had no gleanings that year) share equally with pro-
prietors in the food that was available. Leviticus 19 rein-
forces the need to leave the gleanings from crop and 
vine “for the poor and for the stranger” (9-10). Later, in 
Deuteronomy, Israelites were instructed to cancel debts 
in the Sabbath Year, for “thou shalt not burden thy heart, 
nor shut thy hand from thy needy brother” (15:7). The 
theme of giving appears in Psalms & Proverbs, Ezekiel & 
Isaiah, while poor Job defends himself by saying, “Never 
have I eaten my morsel alone, without sharing it with the 
fatherless” (Job 31:17). 

Come the Common Era, some of the Biblical specifics 
were no longer germane. No need to liberate slaves   
every 7 years, for example. And the acquisition/
disposition of real property seemed less an issue during 
the Diaspora. But Tzedakah was an integral part of Jew-
ish life, and various rabbis sought to codify its specifics 
over the centuries.  

 
 
 

Best known was the “Eight Levels of Charitable Giving,” 
developed by Maimonides in the 12th Century CE. The 
7th highest level in Maimonides’ hierarchy is anonymity. 
The 8th, or highest level of giving, applies to those of us 
who help others get on their feet, so they do not need to 
ask for charity in the first place. Over succeeding centu-
ries, many rabbis helped develop creative guidelines to 
assist Jews in their charitable practices. All this is back-
ground for today’s Jews who (hopefully) support their 
shul, put money in the Tzedakah box, write generous 
checks to numerous charities throughout the year and 
practice random acts of kindness on a daily basis. 

With that being said, doesn’t “charity” sound different 
from “love,” and how did Tyndale (and others) conflate 
the two? The answer may be found in a question. Where 
do you experience God and feel that you are in The Pres-
ence? While hiking in the mountains and staring at a ma-
jestic waterfall? An evening sunset over the ocean, per-
haps? Autumn leaves on the Blue Ridge Parkway? A 
blessing at the bimah? They are all astonishingly beauti-
ful to be sure and fill us with a sense of awe. But what of 
the filthy, homeless beggar standing outside your car 
window at a stop light on Buckeystown Pike? Or a tiny 
child screaming uncontrollably and fouling himself be-
cause he has been orphaned by Covid-19 or by ICE 
(Immigration and Customs Enforcement)? Not as pretty 
as Cunningham Falls, to be sure, but their beauty comes 
from providing us with OPPORTUNITY for a mitzvah. If we 
choose to perform it, do we not draw closer to God as 
we demonstrate our commitment through action? What 
greater love do we seek? 

Though the years, it has been Jewish tradition in many 
quarters for the prospective wedding couple to make 
charitable donations and share the sacred aspects of 
their upcoming union. Charity and love … and further 
invitation for God to attend the ceremony.  The Good 
News Bible translation of 1 Corinthians 13 also contains a 
verse which reads, “Love does not keep a record of 
wrongs.” Is there better foundation for any successful 
marriage? As we grooms stand under the chuppah, per-
haps the glass we encounter represents a perfect amal-
gam of love and charity. And the resultant pieces be-
neath our feet – really atomized if you gave a good 
stomp – seem indistinguishable from one another. 



 

 

Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick • kolamifrederick.org • 240.575.9690  9 

Empty Nester 2021 Road Rally 

Judi Feldman 

With the COVID-19 pandemic still in the news, and in our lives,  

I thought it was time to be creative and try to have some fun. 

The Empty-Nesters enjoyed a Road Rally, 2021-style, on Satur-

day, January 23, at 7 pm sharp. The rally was revised from pre-

vious years, and took the form of an at home scavenger hunt. 

At the announced time, an email was delivered to the partici-

pants’ inbox. The email contained the rules, the poems/clues, 

and an invitation to a Zoom meeting. Instructions explained 

that the poems described 15 common household/personal 

items that were to be located, photographed, and the pictures 

were to be emailed to me. The hunt began. 

 

 

 At 7:45 pm, we met in a Zoom meeting, and the winner was 

announced. The recipient of the $25 Amazon gift card was 

Frannie Kessler. It took her only 12 minutes to gather, photo-

graph, and send me the correct responses! Tess and Bob Blu-

menthal came in a remarkably close second, at 13 

minutes...and their photos were great. The Empty Nesters 

reviewed and debated the results. Next, we enjoyed breakout 

room visits and “spending time together!” We all agree that 

we miss being together in person, hopefully, sometime soon! 

 

Officers 

Dan Sieger, President 
president@kolamifrederick.org 

Mary Cat Lasko, Vice President 
vicepresident@kolamifrederick.org 

Anne Cohen, Membership Vice President 
membership@kolamifrederick.org 

Faith Miller, Treasurer 
treasurer@kolamifrederick.org 

 

Ralene Damanti, Financial Secretary 
financialsecretary@kolamifrederick.org 

Lisa Stickley, Secretary 
secretary@kolamifrederick.org 

Joanna Sieger,  
Immediate Past President 
pastpresident@kolamifrederick.org 
 

Trustees 

Joe Anderson 
David Bass 
Harriet Buxbaum 
Jodi Duckhorn 
Amy Gordon 
Ali Lazorchak 
Samantha Lieberman 
Charlie Nail 
Jordan Schneider 

2020—2021 Board of Trustees 
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New Membership Category is Announced 

Anne Cohen, Membership Vice President 

Below you will see a copy of a letter explaining a new membership category. Please feel free to forward this to any out-of-town 
family members who might be interested in connecting with us as Kesher members: 

I hope you are doing well during these very difficult times. I wanted to tell you about a new membership catego-
ry that we have at Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick. This is a category for previous members who have moved 
away from Frederick, as well as family members of current active members. It is called the Kesher (connection) 
Membership, and the purpose is to easily enable you to keep your connection with friends and family at Congre-
gation Kol Ami of Frederick. This membership category is designed for folks who live more than 100 miles from 
Frederick, MD and do not maintain a residence in Maryland. 

Joining as a Kesher member would give you benefits of membership, including: 

• Our deep appreciation for helping sustain Congregation Kol Ami of Frederick 

• Your loved ones will be remembered in Yahrzeit observances 

• You will receive a letter at the appropriate time for Yahrzeit remembrances 

• You will be included in all correspondence that goes out to active members only 

• You will receive our newsletter, The Voice, 6 times a year 

• Your name will be included for birthday greetings 

• You will be sent links for all services, educational programs, and social programs that are being done 
virtually 

• You will maintain a sense of being part of our community, and supporting Congregation Kol Ami of 
Frederick 

• Your contact information will be listed in our directory, which you will receive 
The cost of this membership is $360. Our fiscal year begins July 1. If you would like to join now, so you can take 
advantage of our many virtual offerings, the cost will be $180 through June 30. 

I am hoping to “see” many of you as active members again! If you are interested in joining us, please email me at member-
ship@kolamifrederick.org, so I can help you with the process, and update your information in the database.  

 

Donations 

We are grateful for your support! A 

heartfelt thank you – Todah Rabah! 

Education Fund 
Newt and Carolyn Plaisance, ln memory of 

Lois SteIn Bardach, sister of Carolyn 
Plaisance 

General Fund 
Keith and Lisa Stickley 
Ruth Stuart 
Eric Dubbin, in honor of Joanna Sieger for 

beIng the spark that keeps Kol Ami go-
ing strong 

Eric Dubbin, with gratitude to Dan Sieger 
as Congregation Kol Ami president 

Michael and Anne Cohen, in memory of 
Joel Davis, father of Susan Davis 

 

 

Michael and Anne Cohen, in memory of 
Robert Oscar de La Viez, father of Ruth 
de La Viez 

Berta Farbman, in memory of Robert Os-
car de La Viez, father of Ruth de La Viez 

Allan and Judi Feldman, in memory of 
Robert Oscar de La Viez, father of Ruth 
de La Viez 

Bernard and Betty Loeb, in memory of 
Robert Oscar de La Viez, father of Ruth 
de La Viez 

Bernard and Betty Loeb, in memory of the 
Yahrzeit of Michael Segal, father of 
Betty Loeb 

Michael and Lili Loube, in memory of 
Benard Nahoum, uncle of Liliane Loube 
and holocaust victim 

 
 

 

Michael and Lili Loube, in memory of Hel-
en Loube, mother of Michael, grand-
mother of Sabrina Nail, and great-
grandmother of Joshua, Aaron and No-
ah Nail 

Michael and Lili Loube, in memory of Vic-
toria Nahoum, mother of Liliane Loube, 
grandmother of Sabrina Nail, and great-
grandmother of Joshua, Aaron and No-
ah Nail 

Cliff and Faith Miller, in memory of Robert 
Oscar de La Viez, father of Ruth de La 
Viez 

Cliff and Faith Miller, in memory of Terri 
Lester Gordon 

David and Brenda Silberman, for the 
speedy recovery of Debra Buxbaum 
Beattie 
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Donations 

We are grateful for your support! A 

heartfelt thank you – Todah Rabah! 

General fund - Birthday greetings  
Howard and Harriet Buxbaum 
Michael and Anne Cohen  
Frank and Ralene Damanti 
Ruth de La Viez 
Tom Evans and Charolette Mayberry* 
Berta Farbman* 
Allan and Judi Feldman 
Bernard and Betty Loeb 
Michael and Lili Loube 
Cliff and Faith Miller 
Joseph and Anne Miller 
Newt and Carolyn Plaisance* 
Jaques and Cathy Reifman* 
Michael and Diane Rifkin* 
Daniel and Joanna Sieger 
David and Brenda Silberman* 
Keith and Lisa Stickley 
Jeremy Yospin and Elizabeth Powell* 
Michael and Anne Cohen  
Jeff and Mary Cat Lasko 
Steven and Valarie Lazerowich 
Michael and Samantha Lieberman 

General Fund – Not-A-Party 
Howard and Harriet Buxbaum 
Michael and Anne Cohen  
Gerald and Lieba Cohen 
Frank and Ralene Damanti 
Ruth de La Viez 
Eric Dubbin 
Ed and Jodi Duckhorn 
Tom Evans and Charolette Mayberry 
Berta Farbman 
Jeff Feiertag 
Allan and Judi Feldman 
Jack and Amy Gober 
Jeff and Mary Cat Lasko 
Steven and Valarie Lazerowich 
Cliff and Faith Miller 
Newt and Carolyn Plaisance 
Jaques and Cathy Reifman 
Jordan Schneider 
David and Brenda Silberman 

 
 
Membership Relief Fund 
Newt and Carolyn Plaisance, in memory of 

Robert Oscar dela Viez, father of Ruth 
de La Viez 

Newt and Carolyn Plaisance, in memory of 
Corinne and Jess Forman, parents of  
Carolyn Plaisance 

Miller Camp Scholarship Fund 
Mr. Jordan Schneider, in memory of David 

GoldsteIn, grandfather of Jordan    
Schneider 

Mr. Jordan Schneider, in memory of the 
father of Susan Davis 

 
Music Fund 
Rob and Ali Lazorchak  
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Ruth de La Viez, in appreciation of the 

support provided by Rabbi Gruber with 
the passIng of my father, Robert Oscar 
de La Viez 

Jordan Schneider, in memory of Robert 
Oscar de LaViez, father of Ruth de La 
Viez 

 
Yahrzeit Donations 
Richard and Jill Cody, in memory of Regina 

Wolfson and Francis Cody and Lewis 
Cody, parents of Richard Cody 

Richard and Jill Cody, in memory of Noah 
Scialom, nephew of Richard Cody 

Michael and Anne Cohen, in memory of 
Marilyn Cohen, mother of Michael Co-
hen 

Ruth de La Viez, in memory of Morris 
Kushner, grandfather of Ruth de La Viez 

Eric Dubbin, in memory of Ruth Dubbin, 
grandmother of Eric Dubbin 

Mark Farbman, in memory of Phyliss Far-
bman Dunn, sister of Mark Farbman 

Barry and Ellen Koitz, in memory of Freda 
Koitz, mother of Barry Koitz 

Steven and Valarie Lazerowich, in memory 
of Miriam Lazerowich, mother of Steve 
Lazerowich 

 

 
 
Steven and Valarie Lazerowich, in memory 

of Thomas Zinn, father of Valarie 
Lazerowich 

Steven and Valarie Lazerowich, In memory 
of Ida ZInn-Madnick, mother of Valarie 
Lazerowich 

Cliff and Faith Miller, in memory of Harry 
and Lena Schwartz, grandparents of Cliff 
Miller 

Cliff and Faith Miller, In memory of Beth 
Holly Miller, sister of Cliff Miller Dorothy 
Perlberg, Yetta Perlberg 

Cliff and Faith Miller, in memory of Doro-
thy Perlberg, mother of Faith Miller 

Cliff and Faith Miller, in memory of Yetta 
Perlberg, grandmother of Faith Miller 

Joseph and Anne Miller, in memory of Leo 
Miller, father of Joe Miller 

Kerry and Carol Reynolds, in memory of 
Herbert Harvey, father of Carol Reyn-
olds 

Michael and Diane Rifkin, in memory of 
Richard and Marion Millhauser, parents 
of Diane Rifkin 

Sybil Schiffman, in memory of Leah Ho-
rovitz and Abe Horovitz, parents of Sybil 
Schiffman 

Sybil Schiffman, in memory of Saul Schiff-
man, husband of Sybil Schiffman 

Charles and Roni Shinderman, in memory 
of Frances Janowitz, mother of Roni 
ShInderman and grandmother of Lauren 
Medovoy 

Charles and Roni Shinderman, in memory 
of IrvIng ShInderman, father of Chuck 
ShInderman 

Keith and Lisa Stickley, in memory of Iris 
Pieniek, mother of Lisa Stickley 

Dennis and Rachel Whitaker, in memory 
of Laura Brodsky, stepmother of Rachel 
Whitaker 

 

*We apologize for missing your Birthday 
Greetings contribution in the Jan-Feb is-
sue. Thanks for bringing birthday greetings 
to your fellow congregants. 
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4880 Elmer Derr Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21703 

Return Service Requested 

Look out for more event information and updates in the weekly bulletin 

March/April 2021 Upcoming Events 

March 2021 

Mon, Mar 1 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Wed, Mar 3 10:00 am Women’s Coffee 
Fri, Mar 5 6:30 pm  Family Shabbat Service 
Sat, Mar 6 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service 
    Bat Mitzvah of Bailey Smith 
Sun, Mar 7 7:00 pm  Part 3: Getting more from  
    and worship  
Mon, Mar 8 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Wed, Mar 10 12:30 pm Book Club 
Mon, Mar 15 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Thu, Mar 18 7:30 pm  Guided Meditation: Healing 
    Kos Miryam 
Fri, Mar 19 6:30 pm  Erev Shabbat Service 
    Scout Shabbat 
Sat, Mar 20 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service 
    Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Yospin 
Mon, Mar 22 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Sun, Mar 28 7:00 pm  Annual Second Night Seder 
Mon, Mar 29 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Mon, Mar 29 7:00 pm  Board of Trustees Meeting 

April 2021 

Thu, Apr 1 7:30 pm  Guided Meditation: Spring 
    Awakening 
Mon, Apr 5 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Wed, Apr 7 10:00 am Women’s Coffee 
Fri, Apr 9 6:30 pm  Family Shabbat Service 
Sat, Apr 10 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service 
    Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Schwab 
Mon, Apr 12 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Fri, Apr 16 6:30 pm  Erev Shabbat Service 
Sat, Apr 17 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service 
    B’nai Mitzvah of Joshua and  
    Dylan Lavo 
Mon, Apr 19 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Thu, Apr 22 7:00 pm  Jewish Virtue  
    Part 1: Overview 
Mon, Apr 26 12:30 pm Torah Study 
Thu, Apr 29 7:00 pm  Jewish Virtue 
    Part 2: Hesed—Kindness/ 
    Graciousness 
 


